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[bookmark: _GoBack]Im Ahmed from Qatar my family is bigger than the usual, I have step sisters and brothers from my father and mother side.  4 sisters and 5 brothers, being the second youngest. Even though the age difference is high, I do think they had a great influence in my life. Almost each one of my sibling has unique trait, some that are pro cook, write poetry, own an aluminum factor, builds computer, and of course there are some exists to tease me.  I grew up in Qatar, while big families are common, a family our size isn’t. I guess Qatar made me who iam in a way, all my surroundings, culture people played a role in shaping who I am and how I handle things. No surprise, I’m one of the 99.7% of Muslim in Qatar. Islam played a great role in shaping me, It made me view life as a test and how every small thing is part of it. Even though the weather in Qatar on average 38-47 degrees, I do play a lot of outdoor sports, basketball and tennis comes on top of the list and of course regular workout for health improvement. Working out frequently helps keep my life organized. Making friend has always in hard in either Qatar or US. I don’t know how to have non-close friends, there are friends that you can trust with your bank account while other you might doubt them even if they wouldn’t do anything. I have noticed its very difficult for me to have friends that are not that close for example, classmates, people that I play basketball with… est. however do have non close friends maybe 10-20 that my close friends tell me my personality change. So yea, friends play a big role in shaping myself. It’s a human nature to adapt to his surroundings. Unfraternally, I have never had a job which is the case 99% of student from the middle east. With exception, Saudi Arabia, all other GCC country have more immigrants than citizens which made labor work extremely cheap. For example I can call someone to change car oil and air filter for 2 dollars for his labor work, which makes it near impossible for me as a student to get a part time job. Moreover, few lectures ago you mentioned in class how students that don’t work or do chores are spoiled. By no means my family isn’t rich just a typical middle class. But unfortunately, I have never washed dish or did laundry until the day I went to the US. I didn’t know there was a filter in the dryer, or what temperate to wash cloth with. I understand how negatively that affected me that 19 years old guy don’t know how to do everyday chores. Having old parents and a big family means having 4 house maids. With all that, I see myself as a normal person.
