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Welcome to week seven, critical thinking. We will be discussing different aspects of moral reasoning. Moral reasoning is understanding why someone made a choice they made, not the choice itself. Moral reasoning can be defined as being the process in which an individual tries to determine the difference between what is right and what is wrong in a personal situation by using logic. 

Here you are and trying to understand why someone made a choice, but not the choice itself. So you do need to be a little bit impartial when exploring and analyzing this part of an argument or choice that someone else has made. You don’t want to get into the choice that was made but you want to get into an understanding of the thought process and experiences that lead a person to make that choice. This helps you dig deeper into the opposing viewpoint on topic and understand where they're coming from. For example you could start asking people questions about their opinions and find that they have had a very traumatic experience in their personal life related to the situation. You find that this experience led them to a certain opinion and now you know their opinion could be very biased. So it's about understanding why a person made a choice and also understanding your sources and people you're working with to see if the material that you're using from them is biased in some way. It’s about understanding the reasoning behind why they need a choice, why they have a certain opinion or why they put a certain amount of information out there on a topic. So its understanding why and the reason and the logic behind an opinion that they are presenting so you can dig a little deeper and not just take things on face value that someone else is telling you. 

There are four components of moral behavior the first of these is moral sensitivity, which is the ability to see an ethical dilemma, including how our actions will affect others. It’s about being sensitive to how others might receive information, how they might view an opinion or how they might be affected by what you're saying. It’s especially important if you're dealing in a medical or psychological area. Or if you're dealing with a topic that's very heated and very personal for some people like a major tragedy or school shooting for example. It’s about having a certain amount of sensitivity with the information that you're putting out there and a lot of TV reporters face this when they're trying to get a story but at the same time they're seeing the devastation of the people around them and what they're going through. They have to have sensitivity between reporting what happens to the rest of the world and giving care to the victims in a situation. That’s one example of moral sensitivity. 

The second component is moral judgment which is the ability to reason correctly about what “ought” to be done in a specific situation. It’s about knowing the steps that should be taken and  being able to judge what is morally acceptable and right in a certain situation. Again, let’s look at reporters as an example. there have been cases where people have been in danger when the reporter got there and the reporter had to decide whether he should involved and help to save someone or distance himself, stay objective and just stand aside and film what was happening. So this is a case where moral judgment would be used. Groupthink can even come into play. If other people are around then it's easier to be more passive in a heated situation. Or if there are other people stepping up then moral judgment can change a little bit. The person might be receiving help and it's more acceptable then for a bystander or reporter to step back and film what is happening. Sometimes that's helpful because the victim's may wind up needing that footage or that proof of what happened. Say that you get into a situation where you step up to do the right thing and a criminal gets hurt. Do you still help someone because it's just the right thing to do regardless of who they are what they did? There are many situations and sure you can come up with that would illustrate this type of moral judgment issue. 

The third component is moral motivation which is a personal commitment to moral action and accepting responsibility for the outcome. This can be seen a lot in firemen and EMT workers. They are ready made a personal commitment and even a work commitment to taking action to help someone. They accept responsibility for the outcome and there is no hesitation in their action whatsoever. It’s knowing that you will do the right thing no matter what happens. It’s knowing this ahead of time so there's not much hesitation to act. A lot of health-care workers police officers and people in those kinds of fields have already made this decision. But a lot of regular people do as well. There are people who do the CPR training and committee organizing and things like that. There are teachers who are responsible for children in a classroom. anybody who feels some sense of responsibility for another like a mom or dad or sibling can take this kind of internal oath that they will step up to do the right thing. Almost without thinking about it is just a part of who they are. But we can also have that segregated little bit. What you might do for family or friends could differ for what you might do for a stranger depending on the situation. We all have these kinds of feelings about how we would act in certain situations. Some of us don't realize that we have them until something happens and then they look back and say, “Wow, I didn't realize I would really step up and help someone like that. It just was automatic for me.” That's because these kinds of feelings and decisions have already been made in the psyche a long time ago. 

The next component is moral character. It’s the fourth and final component of moral behavior. It is a courageous persistence in spite of fatigue or temptations to take the easy way out. It’s about doing the right thing but it's more about the self than about helping someone else. It’s about what you do when nobody else is looking or if nobody else will know about the decisions that you make. It’s only about you. A lot of times spirituality and religion come into play here. They give us the sense that we are never really alone there's always someone watching what we're doing. It’s understanding the actions that you're taking when it's perceived that there is no one else looking, no one else will know but you and you alone will have to live with your actions and what you decided. With children a lot of this comes from trial and error. A lot of times they don’t have that moral character set up yet and they don't understand right and wrong. They will test the waters and push the envelope with mom and dad a lot and this is how they learn right from wrong. When you get older this should really be set in place as far as your level of rightness in your behavior. Children are not expected to have it at a very high level because they're still working that out. But it's understanding who you are. When we say someone has character this is pretty much we’re talking about. It’s the way they act when they're alone. It’s about the decisions that will make when they're alone. For example, it can be what we decide to do on the Internet, whether we decide to slack off or keep working and not waste time on the job. A lot of people are wasting a lot of their work time on the Internet and that can be a question of moral character in those situations. 

Moral reasoning is a branch of psychology that is concerned with how these issues are perceived by ordinary people, and so is the foundation of descriptive ethics.  There are many different moral reasonings. Moral reasoning is culturally defined and thus difficult to apply; yet human relationships define our existence and thus to defy cultural boundaries. There’s a question here of culture and how that can build your moral reasoning and ethics. Religion can also play a part in it as well. if your religion tells you a certain thing is okay to do whether it's war, killing, violence or something like that, then you have a disconnect with society and what society says is right or wrong. So there can be a lot of moral reasoning that goes against society and causes a lot of conflict for a person. But usually the human relationships and our basic humanness and societal responsibilities take precedent over cultural boundaries and things like that. It’s very difficult for people coming from different cultures in a new land to try and assimilate, learn a new culture and understand the moral reasoning of the other culture.  That can get us into a lot of trouble. There needs to be dialogue to discuss certain things so that each side can understand where the other side is coming from and why they believe or have the morals that they do and what it's all based on. The more you understand the better relations are with everyone as a whole. Moral reasoning can play a big part in relationships and keeping a society cohesive and in order. it's a very interesting thing explore and to understand the ethics that certain people live by and what is acceptable and what isn't acceptable in helping people to assimilate.


