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Introduction 

In many cases, voting is considered as a democratic right that is practiced by every citizen within a free state. Since the fight for independence, voting has been used to make important decisions including a selection of a new head of state to various important key decisions that a country has to make regarding their ability to move forward. Thus voting has been accorded a very important and special place in reaching a solution without having any qualms on many important decisions that have to be made concerning matters of great importance to a country or even at personal levels. However, the outcome of a voting system does not necessarily mean that everyone has agreed on the solution suggested. Many individuals have their strong arguments silenced basically because they do not have the compact majority behind them.  The introduction of mandatory voting is a clear violation of the human rights. The human rights as outlined in the constitution highlights that an individual is free to choose what action to participate in or not thus voting is among the actions that an individual should have constitutional powers for either participate or not. Therefore this paper provides analysis into the various literature that has been developed addressing this issue.

It is clearly stipulated in the constitution that every individual has a right to his or her opinion but in cases where there is an issue involving many individuals, the absolute method that is usually employed is voting. However, in voting, it does not mean that the grievances or suggestions made by everyone have been mate, but they are suppressed to a point where there is no attempt to put into consideration some of these suggestions. Voting is a game of numbers, but it does not portray the real or true identity of a given population because in many cases the rights of individuals to expression are suppressed through voting. These are some of the reasons why mandatory voting aspect should be reconsidered (Posada-Carbó, 2016).

Cepaluni and Hidalgo (2016), outlines that the right to vote as accorded to American citizens should be accorded to an individual does not mean that an individual does not have a right not to exercise it.It true that many countries across the globe buy into the idea of mandatory voting although it has to be noted that everyone has their rights as protected by law. Mandatory voting is a clear violation of human rights which is much in the same way as denying a citizen the right to vote. However having the right to vote is very different from forcing everyone to vote.  A right to vote means that every individual is free to cast their vote, but it does not mean that one can be prosecuted if they do not right even though it is their civil obligation to do so.

     In this case, the author stresses that making voting mandatory it will no longer be a right but a forced speech. The authors compare the situation as to the right and freedom to worship. The right is for individual to worship when they want and how they want but does not force citizens to worship. The authors also stress that the right to vote as accorded to every citizen by the constitution includes the right not to vote. The whole issue thus depends on how an individual will be able to decide and the decision made by a citizen regarding their right to vote should be accepted unquestionable.

Voting is something that should be done out of free will and in a situation where he or she sees fit to do so. It makes no sense in forcing a citizen to vote when he or she feels that the candidates do not have any concrete agenda that is likely to foster their development agenda or if they feel that they would not be well represented (Cepaluni and Hidalgo, 2016)

Medeiros and Noël (2013) stresses on what should be considered before coming up with strategies that can help improve voter turnout and not imposing strict regulations on citizens. Before making voting mandatory putting into consideration, the main reason why many citizens do not turn out to vote should be clearly identified and dealt with. Even though participation in civil events is one of the obligations of being a citizen, the reason for voting for an individual should be very clear and well-focused. The author stresses on the need for everyone to have the right reasons to vote. Mandatory voting would only result in a backlash with citizens rather than improving public participations in political events. The author highlights that many people are disillusioned with how the political systems are currently realigned. Many citizens feel that the election system is not streamlined and casting their votes will not have the desired impact. This is some of the factors that should be put into consideration first before embarking on a general understanding of the main issues on making voting mandatory. Many individuals who are promoting this idea are guided by the wrong reasons and are not completely aware on how many citizens within the United States are disillusioned with the current composition of the voting system and how the whole process is undertaken within the United States (Medeiros and Noël, 2013).

The Census Bureau survey that has been conducted on non-voters shows completely different reasons as to why they do not participate in the process very different from these being propagated by the advocates of mandatory voting. The main reasons that were obtained from non-voters as to why they do not practice their legal right to vote are because they do not like the candidates and lack of interest in the political process. These are very concrete reasons that should be strongly upheld by the constitution and everyone. Thus these decisions made by non-voters should thoroughly analyzed by the political class in order to understand why other members of the public do not wish to be associated with the whole process despite having their civil right to do so instead of forcing everyone to vote which is much violation of the civil and human rights as protected by the Constitution (Colomer, 2016).

According to Sloam (2014), even though some of these problems among non-voters can be effectively solved, mandatory voting would completely change the landscape and the entire voting policy which will not impact well among citizens. He insists that everyone should be made aware of the existing challenges facing the electoral system and be in a position to engage the public on the need to have a better and transparent electoral system. It is the political system to ensure that they bring faith among voters to practice their civil obligations. The author also stresses that mandatory voting is a more of underhand tactic that is being fostered by the political class to ensure that everyone votes even if it is against their will. There is no reason for having results that do not reflect the actual image among the citizens. Having more votes cast does make only the political class happy when the mandatory voting system is implemented and not the voters as the real situation should be. The main focus of the political class does not lie for the good of the citizens but focuses on their personal gains.

Malkopoulou (2014), presents a very detailed argument concerning the compulsory voting situation in Europe. He stresses that even though the political class has greatly embraced the compulsory voting system; it only improves the voter turnout but does not necessarily focus on the key issues that are affecting voters. The enactment of these laws across Europe has not only affected the democracy surrounding voting, but it has also suppressed different issues that ought to be addressed by the political class and the electoral systems. The system provides a do not care attitude among the political and electoral class since they depend on voter turnout to implement their policies and changes and because the system does consider voting mandatory, citizens are obligated to do so even though it is quite evident that not all of citizens approve the situation. Therefore the author concludes that the mandatory voting systems are a complete violation of the civil and human rights that these countries purport to offer their citizens through the Constitution.

Comparison between compulsory voting country (Australia) and non-compulsory voting country (United States)

Australia 

Australia is one of the countries in the world that has had a sustained compulsory voting system since 1925. The Australian electoral commission affirmed that the participation had an instant success thus reporting a 94% success rate. The federal law within Australia requires that every Australian citizen who has reached the threshold to participate in the civic activity is mandated to do so. The law has thus far seen Australia being ranked as the country with the highest election turnout. The compulsory voting act in Australia requires that every citizen qualified to vote attends a polling station and has his or her name marked among the certified voters, given ballot papers where they are supposed to be marked and taken to respective polling booths. Although the country enjoys the highest voter participation, many of Australian citizen still feel that the process would have been done differently (Aarts et.al, 2013).

The high voter turnout has suppressed some of the important issues concerning the process and the political class within the country. The compulsory voting system in Australia as highlighted by Hannan-Morrow and Rodent (2014)in their research  it does not promote a positive civic education among the Australians leaves many of them taking part mainly because the law offers stern legal action  to any individual who does contrary, and it does not focus on important factors affecting Australian citizens. Although the system had been rendered successful across Australia as evidenced by the high voter turnout witnessed in all of the voting years since its inception in 1925 (Hannan-Morrow and Roden, 2014).

United States 

    The United States is one of the countries that have noncompulsory voting systems although discussions are under way to make united states a com

Compulsory voting country. This is mainly because there has been low voter turnout in recent elections with the 2012 elections having a 57% voter turnout. Barrack Obama, the president of the United States, has argued for the adoption of the compulsory voting system to increase public participation in the civic activity. However, the open system that is currently practiced presents citizens with the chance to either participate or not depending on their reasons. Many citizens have different intentions to participate in elections, and it should be made that a citizen chooses if and when to vote. Even though the voter turnout is low, the citizens are contented and appreciate the rule of law and a civic right that every individual has the right to vote or not to vote for how they feel and handle the situation (Colomer, 2016).

The original constitution that was adopted by the United did not have an absolute definition of individuals who are eligible to vote. The voting system was more of a discriminated society and thus did not accord all citizens the equal rights to participate in the civic process of voting. This is some of the reasons that have made it difficult within the United to implement a compulsory voting system but as far as a democracy is concerned. Voting should not be made mandatory if there is any chance of having an entire society where the rights of individual sari effectively upheld by the constitution. The compulsory voting system is mainly concerned with increasing voter turnout but does not necessarily put in place better mechanisms that can be adopted by the electoral society to ensure that there is better public participation out of their free will.
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