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Mutually Exclusive Events When you roll a die, an event such as rolling
a 11is called a simple event because it cannot be broken down into smaller
events. An event that consists of two or more simple events is called a
compound event. For example, the event of rolling an odd number or a

b

Formula

This formula can be
extended to any
number of mutually
exclusive events.

Words  If two events, A and B, are mutually exclusive, then the probability
that A or B occurs is the sum of their probabilities.

Symbols P(A or B) = P(A) + P(B)
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