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For this project, you will write a story about events or situations from your past that represent, in some way, your experiences with learning.  For example, you may choose to write about aspects of
· your formal schooling
· your training in music or sports or art of any kind
· something you learned from your family
· something you learned with your friends
· something you taught yourself to do
In fact, you may choose to tell a story about several types of learning events from your life.  The best choices will be learning events and situations that are especially important or meaningful to you.
Often, we learn best from mistakes we have made or consequences that were less than desirable.  These not only provide good lessons, they often mean a lot to us.  In this class, we will investigate the positive outcomes of failure, and attempt to not only respond to failure, but to anticipate it productively.  Consequently, the learning situations you choose may represent bad experiences or good experiences. 

The proposal should be in an essay format and it should be 300-500 words in length.
 You will propose why and how this project will help you tell a story about a portion of your learning history.  Your audience for this project is our class.  We will share our stories with each other and see what experiences we have in common and what experiences seem to be more unique to us as individuals. 
 
Your proposals should directly address the following questions:
· What events or situations will you discuss and how do they represent your experiences with learning?
· What do you think would surprise people most about your choices?
· When did these events happen and when did they become important to you?
· With whom have you had and/or shared these experiences?  Who else has such experiences?  Who else does not have such experiences? Do you think the learning outcomes that you have had with these experiences are common or unique to you?
· In what ways do you expect these events/situations to continue to represent your learning (or not)?
· What purposes might you have for writing such a story?
· What is important for us to know about your experiences?
· Why do we need to know? 
· Why do you want to tell us about these things?
· What do you think we may do with this knowledge?
· What purposes might one have for reading such a story? 
· Will it make us laugh?
· Will it cause us to reflect on our own experiences that may have similar or different outcomes? 
· Will it help us become better classmates?  If so/not, how—by what means?
· What sort of a story may these events help you tell about your learning?  That is, is this a story of
· a lesson learned from failure?
· of triumph over adversity?
· of an epiphany?
· of slow and steady development?
· of (in)formal education?
· of learning from teaching?
· of learning from doing?
· of learning by accident?
· of something funny that turned serious?
· of something serious that turned funny?


