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The syllabus is a usually good reference of what to expect in the class; i.e. when assignments are due, the teacher’s contact information and office hours, required textbooks, and the school’s honor code, which includes the school’s stance on plagiarism (p.37). “For most college and university faculty, the requisite academic integrity statement is something they add to the syllabus yet never discuss unless an incident arises (Moorman).” In “Rethinking Plagiarism in the Digital Age”, Lea Calvert Evering and Gary Moorman present their idea that, “plagiarism needs to be thought about and approached differently than it has in the past (Moorman)” (p.35). This article is directed to teachers of all schools, colleges, and universities. This digital age that we all find ourselves in has created a different environment for both accessing information, and creating and developing new ideas and projects. The article makes several recommendations for taking a more proactive approach to addressing plagiarism in the classroom. “We need to realize that times have changed, students have changed, and ways or reading, writing, communicating, and accessing information have changed (Moorman).” It also calls on educators to re-examine their own ideas about plagiarism and to acknowledge digital literacy raises many questions about it (p.36). “There seems to be little concern for differentiating degrees of seriousness, such that the intentional copying of large amounts of text without any acknowledgment is often viewed and treated the same as failing to properly cite sources (Moorman)”  (p.35). Evering and Moorman point out that younger students who have grown up using blogging, social media, and texting technologies are unaware that they must cite these sources because “in their everyday lives, they adhere to different standards of ownership of words, art, and ideas (Moorman)” (p.39). Evering and Moorman propose that to address plagiarism it is important to understand why some students choose to take that path. They suggest that students plagiarize when they “are given vague or busywork assignments” and assignments that create “lack of interest that may push them to plagiarize just to get the work done” (p.38). 
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