Student Interfaith Event projects Assignment Sheet
GSR 300.10 – VanGilder – Fall 2016

Purpose:  This assignment will develop your planning skills, time management skills, group cooperation skills, and community communication skills in relation to interfaith and non-religious engagement on campus.
Due Date:  Proposals are due by November 17.  All student projects should be completed by December 8. This is to ensure you can focus your time on final exams and presentations for other classes.  If there is a reason for needing to hold your event after this date, let me know.

Requirements:

Student projects should meet the following criteria:

1.  No solo projects.  Pair with someone or create a group.  Solo projects tend to end up being overwhelming and end up either ‘half-done’ or ‘poorly thought through’ in the end.  Also be cautious of creating too big of a group.

2. Project must engage the campus community in interfaith and non-religious understanding and cooperation.  It could be a service project, a campus activity evening, development of a pilot training workshop, etc.

3.  Proposals need to include a timeline of due dates that keep you honestly working toward completion.  We should be reserving rooms/spaces as soon as we can of course!

4.  Project must be explained in the context of a larger plan.  What is the intended goal of the project? How will you know if your project has been successful?  What are the “next steps” for addressing the specific aim your project addressed?

Proposals for projects need to be submitted to me by November 17.  

Grading for projects will be determined using the IFYC Religious Pluralism Rubric and a feedback form asking you for self-reflection and reflection on the group process.





Some Ideas:

As this year we’ve done a lot of community service already in relation to volunteering with the PICSCC Gathering in September, I would encourage you to develop projects/events that are less time consuming or complicated than hosting a huge event as some past class groups have done.  A project that communicates what interfaith and non-religious dialogue is all about to the community and/or ‘gets people talking’ can be every bit as effective as something more complicated like trying to organize a panel and gather an audience for it.  

We’ll discuss ideas more in class but you can check out IFYC’s Better Together resources at http://www.ifyc.org/resources/10-popular-better-together-campaign-events

Our second year, students put up a sign and then chalked the sidewalks with interfaith and secular cooperation slogans and quotes.  

The next year, students had a balloon popping activity at Unity Fest.  There were questions to respond to rolled up into balloons and people had to pick a balloon, pop it, then respond to the question inside on our big display board.

One year, a group did a photo shoot that was displayed outside of the bookstore.  It allowed people to express their religious and secular identities on campus.  

We also had an event with first year students that allowed for discussion of religious and secular identity and interfaith cooperation.

We had a huge Better Together day with a ‘Speed Faithing’ activity kit from Project Interfaith that works sort of like speed dating but you’re getting to know religious and non-religious identity and values instead.

We’ve also had dorm trivia game night events and an Interfaith Fashion Show as part of past class’s projects.

One idea from past classes that didn’t get done that would really help lay groundwork for future change but have such a large ‘social’ component include planning and advocating for a re-design/renaming of the Chapel space in JSAC.  

Another less social idea is a review of current classes and syllabi to identify where religion is or isn’t addressed in classes on campus and where future efforts to insert interfaith discussions and literacy into the curriculum might best work.

[bookmark: _GoBack]These sort of things might appeal to people who are more introverted and prefer something research based rather than focused on “interacting with people.” 
