
Essay Two: Compare/Contrast Essay

	For your second formal essay in this class, you will choose two of the works read as part of the “Money and Success” unit in Rereading America: “Sam Walton/Jay Z”; “Serving in Florida”; “Class in America-- 2012”; and/or “Framing Class, Vicarious Living, and Conspicuous Consumption.”  You will then write an essay in which you compare and contrast the two essays.  As you compare and contrast, you will want to consider the authors’ arguments about money and success as well as their approaches.  Some specific things you might consider are:
· the writers’ purposes  
· the writers’ intended audiences
· the time period/political climate in which each work was written
· the publication venue for each work
· each writer’s tone/style 
· each writer’s use of appeals
· each writer’s use of evidence
	You have some leeway on how this essay is organized.  You might choose, for example, to write about one essay first, then set up your discussion of the second work as a comparison to the first work.  Alternately, you might decide to go back and forth between essays as you discuss the various features of them—for example, you might write about the use of evidence in both works, then the use of emotional appeals in both, etc.  The main thing to remember is to discuss the works in relation to each other; don’t make your discussion of one work completely separate from the other. Your own claim/thesis statement for this essay will highlight the similarities and differences between the essays.
Your essay will be a minimum of three full pages long, typed, double-spaced in Times New Roman font, plus a Works Cited page (at the very least, you will be citing the works themselves).  Your essay should follow proper MLA format.

[bookmark: _GoBack]On Monday, February 6, please bring a hard copy of your draft for peer review.  Your final draft is due on Blackboard by 11:59 p.m. on Wednesday, February 8.  

