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[bookmark: _GoBack]Impact of Digital Divide on the Society
The digital divide is the gap between regions and demographics that have access to modern information and communication technology. It also includes those people that have restricted access. The technology involved includes television, the internet, and personal computers. Before the twentieth century, it was about those who had access to a telephone. Later on in the 1900s, it was about the split about those with and without Internet access. The digital divide exists between the educated and uneducated, cities and the rural areas, between the social, economic group, and between more and less industrial developed areas. Also, even though have access to the technology, a digital divide exists in the form of low speed, low-performance computers, and lower priced computers. According to the recent studies done in 2013, the digital divide is a reality in most parts of the world. In the United States, most homes have adopted broadband that is lower than in others. This example shows clearly the gravity of the issue.  Closing digital divide would go ahead to improve economic equality, democracy, literacy, social mobility and economic growth. 
Thesis statement: The aim of this paper is to investigate the influence of digital divide in the society. 
Annotation 1:
Hersberger, J. A. (2013, October). Is the economically poor information poor? Does the digital divide affect the homeless and access to information?. In Proceedings of the Annual Conference of CAIS/Actes du congrès annual de l'ACSI.
The Journal highlights how digital divide influences the economy. Statistics shows that the countries that have a higher digital divide also lag behind in the economy. The author writes that countries such as Sweden and the U.K have the best economies in Europe because of the digital divide. These countries entire economy is developed based on the digital commerce. For some developing countries like Egypt and Nigeria, have fallen behind economically due to the lack of digital economy and stifled internet. The author argues that a large part of the population is struggling because they cannot access information technology (Hersberger, 2013. The journal relates to the topic because it explains the impact of the digital divide. It explains how digital divide affects the economy of countries. Besides, it shows different countries and how the digital divide hits their economy. The author asserts that digital infrastructure plays a crucial role in building the economy. 
Annotation 2:
Hatlevik, O. E., & Gudmundsdottir, G. B. (2013). An emerging digital divide in urban school children’s information literacy: Challenging equity in the Norwegian school system. First Monday, 18(4).
The Journal explains how digital divide influences information literacy among the population. The disparities in access and usage of information technology affect the access of information among the people. The author writes that computers and other technology gadgets play a role to ensure everyone accesses information. The majority of the schools are using these devices to ensure they access information (Hatlevik & Gudmundsdottir, 2013).  The special access to ICTs is a foundation to access to information. The author writes that institutions of higher learning are adopting the latest information technology systems to ensure that students and researchers can access information. This journal relates to my topic of digital divide because it shows it impact on the access of information. Besides, it uses statistics to analyze the levels of information access and the extent of the digital divide in these countries. The Journal explains the role the society and the economy contribute to the digital divide. However, the author writes that efficient use of this equipment will help in increased access to information.
Annotation 3:
Haight, M., Quan-Haase, A., & Corbett, B. A. (2014). Revisiting the digital divide in Canada: the impact of demographic factors on access to the Internet, the level of online activity, and social networking site usage. Information, Communication & Society, 17(4), 503-519.
The Journal argues on the impact of the digital divide on equality. Equality issues have been around for quite some time now. The author argues that the difference between the developed and the developing countries is due to digital divide (Haight et al., 2014). Technology advancement in the developed counties in far hard beyond the developing countries can reach. The Journal argues that the developing and the industrialized levels can both benefit from the expansion of the internet. The developing countries should be encouraged to expand their use f information technology in their institutions. The author argues that the Internet is a gateway to the global economy. Many people can conduct their business and boost their economy. This journal relates to my topic because it addresses the impact of the ICT to equality. Nations can compete fairly is they have similar access to the internet. Also, equal access to computers and the internet can help solve inequalities in developing countries. 
Annotation 4:
Yildiz, H., & Seferoglu, S. S. (2014). Overview of Digital Divide and Democracy Awareness: Primary School Students' Opinions. Egitim ve Bilim, 39(171).
The journal narrates the impact of information technology on democracy.  Technology has completely revolutionized how people access information. It is no doubt that information has a critical role in democracy.  It provides an elixir in places where the information is controlled, and the poor cannot access the information. The author writes that internet literacy to ensure everyone with a gadget that can access the internet has information (Yildiz & Seferoglu, 2014). For instance, the internet played a critical role in the just concluded United States election. People can make the right choices while having information. There is no doubt that politics has changed its platform. The majority of the politicians are using the internet to reach their audience. This strategy means that the voters should change their platform of engaging their leaders. The author writes that the developed countries have mature democracies because of the level of the digital divide are low. It becomes easy for them to engage their leaders. This journal relates to my topic on how it shows the impact of information technology on the society.
Annotation 5:
Ayanso, A., Cho, D. I., & Lertwachara, K. (2014). Information and communications technology development and the digital divide: A global and regional assessment. Information Technology for Development, 20(1), 60-77.
The journal shows the impact information technology has on social mobility. The digital divide plays a significant role in creating the haves and the have-nots. The writer argues that technology has changed how the economy develops and how communities live. The developing countries that have developed technology infrastructure have an easy social mobility. The author uses graphs and statistics to show the difference between African and Western countries. These countries have a developed economy since their digital divide gap is less compared to the developing countries. The author argues that the Asian countries are doing well because they have transformed their communities to information societies (Ayanso, Cho, & Lertwachara, 2014). The digital divide limits social mobility in the society. It becomes easy for nations to develop when they have developed technologically. This journal relates to my topic of digital divide because it addresses the impact of information technology on the society. It also narrates how information gives communities power to develop themselves. The digital divide has different implications on social development. The developed countries are experiencing social development because they have good technology infrastructure.


