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Are Social Networking Sites 	Good for Our Society? The answer is yes, social networking sites are good for the society. Social networking sites include Facebook, WhatsApp, Instagram,Twitter,Tumblr,Snapchat and many others. Social networking sites can be accessible from mobile devices,personal computers and desktops.Facebook is currently the largest social networking site with over a billion users all over the world. Social networking sites have been critical in improving the following areas;
· Education
· Business
· Interpersonal relationship
· Law enforcement
·  Democratic processes
· Dissemination of information
However, they are those who think that social networking sites are not good for the society. The following are the cons of social networking sites to the society;
I. Social networking sites lack privacy and expose users to government and corporate intrusions
a. What's interesting or helpful about this view?
Approximately over thirteen million users of social networking sites do not know about Facebook privacy settings. This simply means that most of their personal and otherwise sensitive information that exist about them is vulnerable to be accessed by just anyone without prior consent
b. What would I notice if I believed this view?
Majority of social networking sites like Facebook usually share their information publicly which can be viewed by individuals who are not their “friends” on Facebook.
According to Privacy Rights Clearinghouse (2013), majority of users on social networking sites cannot draw a line between their professional and personal lives. This causes them to post mainly about their personal lives.
According to the US Department of Justice (2011), it was able to access and intercept over 1500 pieces of information. This actually proves that government institutions and agency can be able to access private information about people’s lives from social networking sites. Furthermore, corporations can be able to use data available on social networking sites when conducting market research.
c. In what sense or under what conditions might this idea be true?
If users of social networking sites such as Facebook don’t reset their privacy settings to protect the information they post on the same site, then government agencies and private corporations can access the information and use it against them.
Some users of social networking sites readily give true personal information such as phone numbers, email addresses and date of birth. Some people use their phone numbers and date of birth as login passwords which can easily be hacked to extract sensitive personal information.,


II. Social networking sites facilitate cyber bullying
a. What's interesting or helpful about this view?
According to consumer reports survey (2012).about 800,000 minors were harassed and cyber bullied.
Cyber bulling is the act of harming or harassing through the use of information technology networks usually in a deliberate and repeated manner with the aim of instilling fear. According to Smith, et.al (2008), cyber bulling is common among teenagers majority who are students

b. What would I notice if I believed this view?
About 49.5% of students in the United States reported to be victims of cyber bullying while 33.7% reported committing bullying behavior online. A study conducted found out that middle school children who are victims of cyber bullying are twice more likely to commit suicide.
Adults can also be victims of cyber bullying due to aggressive behaviors from colleagues at work or from family members.
c. In what sense or under what conditions might this idea be true?"
People engage in cyber bullies for different reasons. According to Whatls (2010).the following are the reasons teenagers or school children become cyber bullies;
· To boost their ego
· To remind people of their social standing
· As a form of entertainment
· For fun

III. Social networking sites harm employees productivity
a. What's interesting or helpful about this view?
Two thirds of workers in the United States who have Facebook accounts access the sites during working hours. Furthermore, 51% of people below 35years but above 24 usually access social media sites while at work.
b. What would I notice if I believed this view?
Majority of employers want to employees to submit their social media accounts so that they can monitor them. Others have banned their employees accessing social networking sites while at work. According to Poerio, Mark et.al (2012), some states have enacted legislation to ban employers from accessing private accounts of employees.
51% of American workers think that their productivity at work is affected by social media.

c. In what sense or under what conditions might this idea be true?
Corporations which are involved in data mining by involving its employees may affect their productivity. Such employees are likely to access their social networking sites in the course engaging in such tasks which may in turn affect their productivity
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