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Heterogeneity of serial killers
The study on serial killers has always been a fascinating topic to discuss because of its uniqueness and the manner in which it is defined. The questions that pop up when an individual is labelled a serial killer are why did the individual commit the murder? What made the individual to make such a radical decision yet there were choices available? These and other questions on serial killers can be answered through an understanding of the epigenetic nature of serial killers. 
The behavior of serial killers is very unique and it finds its root in sociopathy and it is carried from one generation to the other just like the cancer cells. In the study of psychopathic traits in serial killers gives a close link between behavior and the genes. Given the fact that psychopathic serial killers have the genes in them it doesn’t mean that they will be killers but it is the stimulus in the environment that trigger the gene in them. From the case studies on the murderous children the individuals start exhibiting violent and antisocial behavior from the very early ages at all avenues of social interaction mostly in schools.  In some of the cases the children were born to parents who had history of crime and that is why when they are growing up the behavior is already encrypted into their brain and in most cases results in damaged brain as neurologist describe it. 
An individual with the gene in them may never show symptoms of becoming a serial killer not until they bump into the stressor which activates the gene. Sociologically most of the serial killers have behaviors of being antisocial. The antisocial behavior is part of gene side carried inside their brain as one neuroscientists James Fallon relates the brain with the gene and behavior he notes from scans that the brain of all serial killers is the same and all of them have brain damage (Fallon 4). How one ends becoming a psychopathic killer is related with the interaction of the genes and the environmental stimulus against a time frame. 
For one to become a serial killer the genes interaction with the damaged brain and the stimulus in the environment work together to create a serial killer. For a serial killer it all starts from child hood experiences which are mostly violent experiences such as abuse which end up being stored in the sub conscious this is often described as the development age. Once the damaged brain is triggered the genes starts being active and what remains is the perfect time for them to exhibit their murderous minds. To most serial killers they are driven by an impulse which they have no control of which makes it the recipe for disaster. To anyone who poses the gene and has the damaged brain condition he or she has the ability to become a serial killer but given the facts of rational choice theory this particular individuals will always prefer the choice of murder without a second thought. A simple trigger in the environment can be disastrous. Given an instance of cases of murderous children they often exhibit violent and antisocial behavior from the early lives which shows that they have the damaged brain and the genes in them and when the opportunity presents itself they become serial killers. 
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