

Essay Outline


Thesis statement

During one winter break in 2010, I was very excited to hear that my family decided to go to Aspen, Colorado for a Ski trip, as I always knew that Aspen had the best Ski resorts and was known for their challenging and steep slopes. The only problem was, I wasn't quite familiar with how to Ski or Snowboard just yet. 

Rising action that includes at least one crisis.

I reach Colorado, Aspen. At the ski resort, I pick out a snowboard and decide to try and teach myself how to snowboard instead of having an instructor helping me side by side throughout the first steps. At first, I thought that attempting to teach myself how to snowboard was a great idea, but slowly and surly I begin to think the opposite.

A climax or turning point to the story.

After hours of exhaustion from failing to get the hang of snowboarding, I go to take a break with my family and we all go to eat somewhere on the Ski resort. After eating and refreshing, I go back to snowboarding with a definitive mindset, thinking I will finally get the hang of it. After giving it a little time, I was going down the slopes without falling down even once. I was speeding through and passing others going down the slope and was actually starting to have fun with it. 

A resolution to the story.

Hours of exhaustion and failure did not stop me from accomplishing what I set out to do, which was snowboarding. I never gave up and today I can both snowboard and ski perfectly. I wouldn't have been able to accomplish this today if I hadn't pushed myself at the time.


** Teachers comment ** 

Good idea! However, I think your rising action, climax, and resolution need to be more clear. It seems like your resolution is the same as your climax. You felt comfortable skiing and snowboarding for your climax in the story, and you continue to feel that way for your resolution. I think something exciting should happen for your climax, whether that be discovering that you are having a lot of trouble. Did you fall at all? Did you see others fall and get discouraged? Maybe add something like that. Otherwise, great job!
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