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English 101

About Seminar Papers
ABOUT SEMINAR PAPERS

Policies:
· For a seminar paper to earn full credit, you must be present in the class discussion on the day the seminar paper is due.

· Seminar papers are turned in on paper. They must be printed and ready in front of you at the beginning of class on the due date, or else they are late, and so receive no or half-credit (see below).

· If you have to be absent on seminar-paper day, your seminar paper may be turned in early for half credit, or up to 48 hours late for half credit.

Format:

· On paper.

· Word-processed and double-spaced, one-inch margins on all sides, 12-point font.

· Name in upper right corner. 

· Title with the number of the seminar paper (Seminar Paper #1, #2, etc) and the title or titles of the essays discussed.

· Put the titles of the essays discussed in quotation marks and capitalize them according to MLA rules for capitalization in titles (Capitalize the first word and all other important words of the title (do not capitalize articles and prepositions).
· Number each question and answer the question.

Length: About one to one-and-a-half pages typed and double-spaced, or about 300-450 words per essay discussed.
Purpose:

· Focus and deepen your reading.

· Expand your ability to interpret material and develop your own ideas about it.
· Prepare you for class discussion and prompt your contributions to the discussion.
· Practice writing about literature

· Practice integrating quotations into your own writing

Before you write your seminar paper and discuss the essay, you are expected to:

· Read the headnote (in italics) at the top of the essay in the book.

· Look up unfamiliar words.

· Google any historical or cultural references that confuse you or that you are unfamiliar with. For example, "The Fourth of July" mentions Marian Anderson and D.A.R. You should know what these refer to before we begin the discussion.
· Be ready for pop quizzes: there might be very brief quizzes on vocabulary or references in the texts. These quizzes will take place at the beginning of class and will be timed for about 5-7 minutes. If you are late you will miss the quiz or will have less time.
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Do Not:

· Do not use an online translating tool. You are working on understanding English material in English. Translating tools will not help you learn to read and write in English. You may look up individual words in the dictionary of your choice, but you must do the work of making sense of the English sentences and paragraphs. Online translation tools often provide strange or non-sensical English, and also put you at risk of plagiarizing if you include language from the translation in your seminar paper. 
· Do not look up outside interpretations of the essays. Your seminar paper should be your original and unique response to the material. What others have said about the material is irrelevant.

· Do not plagiarize. Another reason to avoid outside interpretations and translating tools is that if you have the words of others in your mind as you write your seminar paper, you might end up plagiarizing, either by accident or on purpose. Any seminar paper containing plagiarized material will receive zero credit, and the plagiarism could be reported to the Dean of Students.
What should I do if I’m having trouble understanding the assigned reading?

· Visit the Page One Writing Center. Bring the assigned reading with you.

· Visit the instructor during office hours, or make an appointment to discuss the material.

· Discuss the material with classmates. If you use quotations from your classmates in the seminar paper, make sure to cite them: Use a signal phrase containing the classmate’s name, and put quotation marks around the quotation. 

What’s in the seminar paper?

· For each seminar paper, I will assign specific questions. Your seminar paper consists of the answers to these questions.
· Number the questions.

· Do not copy the questions from the assignment sheet.

Quotation requirements: Each seminar paper must contain, within your answers to the questions, at least three short quotations (shorter than four typed lines of your own typing, not the text in the book), at least one of each of these three kinds: 

1. Quotation introduced with a brief signal phrase that includes the author’s name and a signal verb (also called a lead-in) and a comma.
2. Quotation introduced with a complete idea-containing sentence of your own and a colon.
3. Quotation blended into your own sentence (best for short phrases or single-word quotations).
See the “How to Integrate Quotations into Your Own Writing” sheet for more about how to introduce and format quotations.
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Do NOT include:

· Quotations longer than four lines of typed text (your typing).

· Quotations that are unnecessary: For example, to call our attention to events in a narrative, do not quote, but give a brief summary of the events along with a page number where they occur, like this:

Sherman Alexie explains that grew up in a house with a random assortment of books mostly acquired from second-hand shops (16). 

· Do not fill up the page with quotations. The seminar paper must contain more of your own writing and thinking than of quotations. The quotations are there to call our attention to portions of the text, to provide brief examples of the points you’re making, or to specifically highlight the author’s language. 
Grading: Each seminar paper is worth 10 points, as follows:

· It shows that you have read the entire text, and it shows an accurate comprehension of the text (2.5 pts).

· It answers the questions fully and deeply, presenting examples and discussing them, showing involvement in and curiosity about the reading (3 pts).

· It includes the 3 required quotations, and the mechanics of quotation, paraphrase, or summary are correct (2.5 pts).

· The writing is proofread and there are no major grammatical errors (2 pts).

All essays are in 50 Essays, 4th Edition, edited by Samuel Cohen. In the book, the essays are organized alphabetically by the last name of the author.

