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Planning a Letter to the Editor

 (2 points)

1. What issue have you chosen for your letter to the editor? 
	Score

	


(2 points)

2. What is your position on that issue? 

	Score

	


(6 points)

	Score

	


3. Write the thesis statement of your letter in a complete sentence.  
This is your solution for your issue and your main argument.  It should inform your readers of your issue and state what you think should happen.  Avoid saying “I think,” “I am going to tell you about,” “The issue I have chosen is,” or anything else that refers to yourself or announces your issue.
SAMPLE THESIS:

Building more homes on the only remaining land in our already crowded city is not a solution to the housing crisis; instead we should look at alternate sites, like the many abandoned commercial properties in our city, to build more housing.  
(10 points)

	Score

	


4. Write a paragraph outline of your letter to the editor. Your answer to this question should contain 10 sentences, minimum.

 Provide enough information so that the reader can understand the basic content of each paragraph.
Answer the questions below, in complete sentences, to create an outline for your letter.  
Answer:

1. Introduction: 
How will you get your readers interested in your issue?  (This is your hook.)
What is your suggestion for a solution?

2. 1st Body Paragraph: 
What is one reason why people should believe in your proposed solution?

What are some examples to back up this reason?

3. 2nd Body Paragraph: 
What is one reason why people should believe in your proposed solution?

What are some examples to back up this reason?

4. 3rd Body Paragraph: 
What do people who disagree with you think?

Why is your solution better?

5. Conclusion:  

Restate your solution

What do you want people to do? (This is your call to action.)
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