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Online Friendship and Real Friendship
As I have read “The Quagmire of Social Media Friendship” and “The Relationship Between Online Video Game Involvement and Gaming-Related Friendships Among Emotionally Sensitive Individuals”. I have come to believe that most pressing question they raise is whether the friendship gaining from online is safe and reliable. In my opinion, we cannot just take one-sided view of online friendship. Online friendship is not like the real friendship that we can see the true face, we can get alone with, and we can understand them easily. Online, someone who is so kind to you maybe a murder, who is a mean guy online maybe a good doctor, therefore I have several thoughts about online friendship. First, online friendship is not safe sometimes. Second, online friendship can become real friendship. Third, we should filter online friendship. I would like to share and describe my ideas to you. 
First of all, we do not know the identity and personality of people behind the screen. While you are surfing online, the background or your own story is based on your own logic. Other words, people behind the screen can shape new characters to be themselves who are nothing based on its personality in real life. In fact, we cannot even make sure the gender of the people you are chatting with. For example, you might fell in love with a total stranger who is actually using you because of your money or other sexual reasons. I have a friend who played Tinder, which is a social app. He fell in love with a girl. They used to chat everyday. Few weeks later, they started to call each other as better half. My friend gave her gifts a lot. When he invited her to meet each other, the girl disappeared suddenly. How a poor boy! People met through online dating apps are fell in to love based on one profile photo or lovely conversations which your opponent creates by its own mind. 
Online relationship is a relationship people are reliable in now days but not a real relationship we should use to replace the friends in reality, however I do believe that online friendship can become real friendship. According to The Relationship Between Online Video Game Involvement and Gaming-Related Friendships Among Emotionally Sensitive Individuals, “This suggests that online games hold the potential to be socially advantageous for shy individuals by allowing them to overcome their traditional social difficulties and generate new friendships as well as strengthen old ones. (447)”, I agree with this opinion, because I am a World of Warcraft player. I had experienced too much in this world. I would like to share a story to you. It will support my point of view. The story is about my two friends in WOW. The leading man had a car accident, and he got post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD). After that, he became silent and irritable. The guy was our tank, and there was a girl who was the only healer for the tank. After the girl got this massage, she flew to the city where the tank was. That was their first meet. The healer accompanied the tank until the tank got rid of the PTSD, now they have a 2 years old girl who is named Aize (Azeroth). Here, I want to say something to recall my friends. May 12, 2008. A 7.8M earthquake happened in Sichuan, China. I just logged in to WOW. I got massage from my guild, some of our friends logged off forever. I could not believe that, because my PVP partner logged off too. I know they were just away from the keyboard. I will always remember you my mage, even you left me away in Arathi Basin. That is why I think online Friendship definitely can become real friendship even more. 
In fact, online friendship is even not easy to define its exists. Friends knowing through the social media might be easier to communicate with, but the low security of network is a big hidden danger. Many criminal cases showing a lot of online identities are using to deceive the innocent public in order to get benefit of it. That is why I consider that we should filter the online relationship. Now days, people can get anyone’s identity information through the Internet easily. And somehow, they can copy another online character using your profiles. On the other hand, they can use these profiles to sell fake stuff to those “friends” who they made through the fake identities. 
Friends that you grow up with understand you easily based on their knowledge knowing you as a kid. Also, talking face-to-face can give you a clear notice whether your opponent is lying or not. Without the facial expression, you might not get friend’s real thought through the internet chatting. Also, people tend to hind their real feelings with online friend because they want to be seemed more casual and cool. While you are getting a smiling LOL from the social media conversations, your friends could be yelling bad responses behind their computers. However, we can talk comfortably with online friends. We can share something that we are afraid to talk in real life. We can be the one we are not able to be online. When we got a secret to share, we can share it to online friends, and we do not need to worry about it, because we do not actually know each other. All in all, we should be kind and smart online. We should refuse bad online relationships, and be generous to accept good online relationships. 
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