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Graded Assignment  

Romeo and Juliet Literary Essay 

This document provides an overview of the tasks and a time line for completing this assignment. 

Student Assignment Instructions  

Respond to the following in the form of a literary essay. Your essay should consist of at least five paragraphs. 
 
William Shakespeare incorporates a number of important themes into Romeo and Juliet. Some of the most 
prominent themes in the play address love’s power, the power of fate, the danger of haste, and the collision of 
opposites. Shakespeare conveys his message about these themes through the words of the characters, the 
events of the plot, and the various motifs that recur in the work. Choose one of the central themes of Romeo and 
Juliet and trace it throughout the play, explaining not only what message Shakespeare conveys but how he 
manages to convey it.  
 
Cite specific examples from the play in your response. Use the notes you take in the Student Guide and the 
questions you answer as you read and complete the lessons to help you formulate your response. 
 
You will hand in your completed response upon completion of this unit.  
 
 

Process  
 
You should always use a process for your writing that includes planning and drafting. To complete this 
assignment, you will do the following: 
 

• Review the assignment instructions and grading criteria thoroughly. The writing assignment you complete in 
this unit will be graded against a rubric that assesses the essay in a number of categories. These categories 
focus both on the essay’s contents and its clarity.  
 

o Read the rubric on the last page of this document. Keep the criteria listed on the rubric in mind as 
you complete the writing assignment.  

o Remember to write in standard formal English and use the third person (no personal opinions) 
and the present tense. 

 

• Complete a plan for your essay.  

• Begin drafting your paper, using your plan as a guide.  

• Review and revise your first draft. You should try to have another person read your work and give you 
feedback as part of your revision process. 

• Write the final draft of your project. Be sure to follow these requirements and recommendations when 
completing your draft: 
 

Open a new Microsoft Word document. Type your name, your teacher’s name, your school name, 
and the date at the top of your document. To help your teacher know from whom the project 
came, save the file as: 

HS_GEN4_S2_07_Romeo_and_Juliet_Literary_Essay_FirstInitial_LastName.doc 

Example: HS_GEN4_S2_07_Romeo_and_Juliet_Literary_Essay_M_Smith.doc  

Type your essay in the document you create.  
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Student Time Line  

You will complete this project over the course of this unit.  

Task Start Complete 

Print and review assignment instructions. Lesson 4 Lesson 4 

Read and take notes on the play. Lesson 1 Lesson 16 

Begin drafting your essay. Lesson 16 Lesson 16 

Complete writing and begin revisions. Lesson 17 Lesson 17 

Submit final draft for a grade. Lesson 18 Lesson 18 

 

Grading/Point Values 

Assignment Point Value: 100 

Required Length 

Pages: 3–5 

Word Count: 900–1,500 

At their discretion, teachers may deduct 10 percent of the total score for submissions that do not meet the length 

requirement. 
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e
m
p
ts
 t
o
 c
o
n
s
id
e
r 

p
u
rp
o
s
e
, 
a
u
d
ie
n
c
e
, 
a
n
d
 t
o
n
e
, 

b
u
t 
s
o
m
e
ti
m
e
s
 l
o
s
e
s
 s
ig
h
t 
o
f 

o
n
e
 o
f 
th
e
s
e
 a
s
p
e
c
ts
 a
n
d
 

in
c
lu
d
e
s
 i
n
a
p
p
ro
p
ri
a
te
 w
o
rd
in
g
. 

F
e
w
 l
it
e
ra
ry
 t
e
rm
s
 a
re
 u
s
e
d
, 

a
n
d
 t
h
e
 w
ri
te
r 
s
o
m
e
ti
m
e
s
 

in
c
o
rp
o
ra
te
s
 s
la
n
g
 o
r 
o
th
e
r 

in
fo
rm
a
l 
la
n
g
u
a
g
e
. 
T
h
e
 l
it
e
ra
ry
 

e
s
s
a
y
 i
s
 n
o
t 
c
o
n
s
is
te
n
tl
y
 

o
b
je
c
ti
v
e
, 
a
n
d
 t
h
ir
d
-p
e
rs
o
n
 

la
n
g
u
a
g
e
 s
o
m
e
ti
m
e
s
 l
a
p
s
e
s
 

in
to
 f
ir
s
t-
p
e
rs
o
n
 e
x
p
re
s
s
io
n
s
 o
f 

o
p
in
io
n
. 
 

T
h
e
 e
s
s
a
y
 l
a
c
k
s
 c
o
m
p
e
lli
n
g
 

la
n
g
u
a
g
e
. 
T
h
e
 w
ri
te
r 
d
o
e
s
 n
o
t 

c
o
n
s
id
e
r 
p
u
rp
o
s
e
, 
a
u
d
ie
n
c
e
, 
o
r 

to
n
e
 a
n
d
 u
s
e
s
 i
n
a
p
p
ro
p
ri
a
te
 

la
n
g
u
a
g
e
 o
r 
w
o
rd
in
g
. 
L
it
e
ra
ry
 

te
rm
s
 a
re
 n
o
t 
u
s
e
d
, 
a
n
d
 t
h
e
 

la
n
g
u
a
g
e
 i
s
 i
n
fo
rm
a
l.
 T
h
e
 

lit
e
ra
ry
 e
s
s
a
y
 i
s
 n
o
t 
o
b
je
c
ti
v
e
 

o
r 
is
 n
o
t 
w
ri
tt
e
n
 i
n
 t
h
e
 t
h
ir
d
-

p
e
rs
o
n
 p
o
in
t 
o
f 
v
ie
w
. 
T
h
e
 

w
ri
te
r 
in
c
lu
d
e
s
 m
a
n
y
 f
ir
s
t-

p
e
rs
o
n
 e
x
p
re
s
s
io
n
s
 o
f 
o
p
in
io
n
. 

T
h
e
 e
s
s
a
y
's
 l
a
n
g
u
a
g
e
 i
s
 o
ft
e
n
 

in
a
p
p
ro
p
ri
a
te
. 
T
h
e
 w
ri
te
r 
d
o
e
s
 

n
o
t 
c
o
n
s
id
e
r 
p
u
rp
o
s
e
, 

a
u
d
ie
n
c
e
, 
o
r 
to
n
e
. 
T
h
e
 l
it
e
ra
ry
 

e
s
s
a
y
 m
a
y
 c
o
n
ta
in
 p
e
rs
o
n
a
l 

o
p
in
io
n
s
, 
c
o
m
m
e
n
ts
, 
a
n
d
 

e
x
c
la
m
a
ti
o
n
s
. 
T
h
e
 e
s
s
a
y
 

c
o
n
ta
in
s
 i
n
fo
rm
a
l 
la
n
g
u
a
g
e
, 

in
c
lu
d
in
g
 s
la
n
g
 a
n
d
 o
th
e
r 

in
a
p
p
ro
p
ri
a
te
 e
x
p
re
s
s
io
n
s
. 

S
e

n
te

n
c

e
s

 
a

n
d

 
M

e
c

h
a

n
ic

s
 

E
a
c
h
 s
e
n
te
n
c
e
 e
x
p
re
s
s
e
s
 a
 

c
o
m
p
le
te
 t
h
o
u
g
h
t.
 Q
u
o
ta
ti
o
n
s
 

w
it
h
in
 t
h
e
 e
s
s
a
y
 c
o
n
ta
in
 t
h
e
 

e
x
a
c
t 
w
o
rd
s
 f
ro
m
 t
h
e
 p
la
y
 a
n
d
 

a
re
 p
u
n
c
tu
a
te
d
 c
o
rr
e
c
tl
y
. 
A
 

c
it
a
ti
o
n
 f
o
r 
e
a
c
h
 q
u
o
ta
ti
o
n
 i
s
 

in
c
lu
d
e
d
 i
n
 p
a
re
n
th
e
s
e
s
. 
T
h
e
re
 

a
re
 e
x
tr
e
m
e
ly
 f
e
w
 e
rr
o
rs
 i
n
 

g
ra
m
m
a
r,
 u
s
a
g
e
, 
a
n
d
 

m
e
c
h
a
n
ic
s
, 
a
n
d
 t
h
o
s
e
 t
h
a
t 

e
x
is
t 
d
o
 n
o
t 
im
p
e
d
e
 

u
n
d
e
rs
ta
n
d
in
g
. 

M
o
s
t 
s
e
n
te
n
c
e
s
 c
o
n
ta
in
 

c
o
m
p
le
te
 t
h
o
u
g
h
ts
. 
Q
u
o
ta
ti
o
n
s
 

fr
o
m
 t
h
e
 p
la
y
 i
n
c
lu
d
e
 t
h
e
 

c
o
rr
e
c
t 
w
o
rd
s
, 
b
u
t 
th
e
y
 a
re
 

s
o
m
e
ti
m
e
s
 n
o
t 
p
u
n
c
tu
a
te
d
 

c
o
rr
e
c
tl
y
. 
A
 c
it
a
ti
o
n
 f
o
r 
m
o
s
t 

q
u
o
ta
ti
o
n
s
 i
s
 i
n
c
lu
d
e
d
. 
T
h
e
re
 

a
re
 f
e
w
 e
rr
o
rs
 i
n
 g
ra
m
m
a
r,
 

u
s
a
g
e
, 
a
n
d
 m
e
c
h
a
n
ic
s
, 
a
n
d
 

th
e
y
 r
a
re
ly
 i
n
te
rf
e
re
 w
it
h
 a
 

re
a
d
e
r'
s
 a
b
ili
ty
 t
o
 u
n
d
e
rs
ta
n
d
. 

S
e
n
te
n
c
e
s
 d
o
 n
o
t 
a
ll 
c
o
n
ta
in
 

c
o
m
p
le
te
 t
h
o
u
g
h
ts
. 
T
h
e
re
 a
re
 

s
e
v
e
ra
l 
u
n
in
te
n
ti
o
n
a
l 

fr
a
g
m
e
n
ts
 a
n
d
 r
u
n
-o
n
s
. 

Q
u
o
ta
ti
o
n
s
 d
o
 n
o
t 
c
o
n
ta
in
 a
ll 
o
f 

th
e
 c
o
rr
e
c
t 
w
o
rd
s
 o
r 
a
re
 n
o
t 

p
u
n
c
tu
a
te
d
 c
o
rr
e
c
tl
y
. 
C
it
a
ti
o
n
s
 

a
re
 r
a
re
ly
 o
r 
n
e
v
e
r 
u
s
e
d
. 
T
h
e
re
 

a
re
 e
rr
o
rs
 i
n
 g
ra
m
m
a
r,
 u
s
a
g
e
, 

a
n
d
 m
e
c
h
a
n
ic
s
 t
h
a
t 
s
o
m
e
ti
m
e
s
 

in
te
rf
e
re
 w
it
h
 t
h
e
 r
e
a
d
e
r'
s
 

a
b
ili
ty
 t
o
 u
n
d
e
rs
ta
n
d
. 

M
a
n
y
 s
e
n
te
n
c
e
s
 a
re
 

in
c
o
m
p
le
te
, 
a
n
d
 i
t 
is
 d
if
fi
c
u
lt
 t
o
 

re
c
o
g
n
iz
e
 q
u
o
ta
ti
o
n
s
 f
ro
m
 t
h
e
 

p
la
y
. 
T
h
e
re
 a
re
 n
o
 c
it
a
ti
o
n
s
. 

E
rr
o
rs
 i
n
 g
ra
m
m
a
r,
 u
s
a
g
e
, 
a
n
d
 

m
e
c
h
a
n
ic
s
 m
a
k
e
 t
h
e
 e
s
s
a
y
 

d
if
fi
c
u
lt
 t
o
 u
n
d
e
rs
ta
n
d
. 

 


