Final Paper Grading Rubric – 100 points (20% of your grade)

[bookmark: _GoBack]Each student will write a research paper of at seven to eight pages (double-spaced) (2,000 words maximum) on a “why” question. It should consider a major process or problem in a specific geographical region (not necessarily a country) in the time period 1250 to 1914. In most cases, the process or problem, articulated in terms of a “why” question, will relate to economic, political, and/or social change in your chosen area. Your paper needs to include the following elements. 
1. A possible explanation (hypothesis) regarding a particular process or problem based on your understanding of the relevant issue, time period, and region.
	2. Data and information to support your hypothesis.  
	3. Analysis of how your evidence supports your hypothesis and explains the
	process or problem you are tackling in the paper. 
One key to this assignment is the selection of the economic, political, or social changes to be explained and their location in a specific world area and time period.  Please consult with your TA before making your final selection.  Keep in mind that some countries in existence today did not in earlier times, and some that existed before have changed or disappeared. In the spirit of the course, your paper should provide an analytical answer to your why question and go beyond a simple description of events. 












	Formatting
	8 pts

	Follow the formatting requirements: (7-8 pages, 1 inch margins, TNR size 12 font, double spaced, proper APA/Chicago  or another referencing style
	5 pts

	Paper title, heading with name, date, TA section 
	3 pts

	Organization
	17 pts

	Flow of the paper and clarity of statements. Ideas ordered in logical manner. Each paragraph contains a topic sentence and the discussion in the paragraph relates directly to that topic. Clear and fluid transitions between paragraphs. Proper citations where and when necessary. 
	9 pts

	Sources:  give reference, paraphrase or quote around eight (8) academic sources (academic journal articles and books, including the course material
	8 pts

	Content
	75 pts

	A clear and strong WHY question
	10 pts

	Background information and explanation on the significance of the question asked
	5 pts

	Arguments’ quality. How persuasive is your explanation?
	18 pts

	What evidence do you provide for the argument/explanation and how effectively do you assess your sources and examples
	20 pts

	Usage of data, historical facts and other examples and evaluation of them
	15 pts

	Conclusion: Provides basic summary of argument and/or discusses broader relevance of topic at hand.
	7 pts
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