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Report on the response to Mrs. Jones Assault
While on patrol, I received a dispatch call at around 1305 hours to go to E.348 street reference to domestic violence. A Mrs. Jones had called to report that she had been thrown on the ground and punched several times by her husband. The dispatch also informed me that they had received another call from a possible witness and they had sent a backup officer at the scene. I drove direct to the address given, and as I approached the house, I saw a red pickup parked in a drive way near the house. Some children were running across the street some blocks away from the scene.
When I reached the house, I found Mrs. Jones seated at the pouch holding her head. Across the street, I saw a couple looking through the window, and two men were standing in the backyard of the next house. I approached Mrs. Jones who confirmed that she had called the police and told me that now she was okay, but her husband had gone out. While talking, I noticed that she had a bloody lip, redness around her left eye and some small cuts on her arms. When I asked her what had happened, she told me that she argued with her husband about his continuous drinking.
[bookmark: _GoBack]After stating that the argument started in the living room, I requested her to show me the scene. In the living room, I saw a broken coffee table; a knocked off lamp on the floor, several empty bottles of beer and a half bottle of rum on the couch. I asked her how she had got the injuries and she told me that she had cut herself on the broken glass and her husband, Paul hit her twice on her face. She went ahead and said that this was not the first time Paul and beaten her up and she wanted to pursue charges.
We then walked back to the pouch where I informed Mrs. Jones that I was calling the EMS to come and assess her injuries. I also advised her that it was up to her to go to the hospital. I then called the dispatch and requested for EMS, and told Mrs. Jones to stay where she was. At that time the backup officer arrived. As a formality, I updated him with the information I had gathered and also with the observations I had made.
After the briefing, we went to the neighbor’s backyard to speak with Paul. He told us that his wife was the one who started the argument about his drinking. He went ahead and told her that she fell on the coffee table as she tried to get the drink from him. When we questioned him about the injuries on his wife’s face, he told us that he was not aware of what we were talking about. Instead, he claimed that she must have hurt herself when she fell on the coffee table, and if anything else happened, she did it to herself maintaining that he did not touch her. When we looked at his right hand’s knuckles, we noticed that they were red and asked him what had happened. He responded by saying that he had hit the wall on his way out of the house.
I arrested Mr. Jones because the law states that for an arrest to be made regarding domestic violence there should be visible injuries and determinable primary aggressor. Mrs. Jones had visible injuries, and Paul was the aggressor. Again, Mrs. Jones’ story seemed more accurate. As I left the scene, I asked my backup to talk to the neighbor in the backyard and the couple across the street to get their accounts. 
