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Based on my final assignment titled:
Walt Disney World: A popular site of cultural phenomenon

Source #1
King, Margaret J. "Disneyland and Walt Disney World: Traditional values in futuristic form." The Journal of Popular Culture 15, no. 1 (1981): 116-140.

Margaret J. King is the director of the Center for Cultural Studies & Analysis in Philadelphia. She is a ‘’nationally recognized expert on consumer behaviour and wrote the seminal appreciation of theme parks as cultural products.’’ (IST Startup Week 2016). In this academic article, King believes that the Walt Disney themed parks were ‘’designed for the values of long-distance travel, suburban lifestyle, family life, the major vacation excursion, and the new visual culture of telecommunications’’ because of this, the site have grown to ‘’attain the status of national popular culture capitals.’’ (p.116). The author also speaks highly of the Walt Disney world’s sites and considers that they ‘’serve as cultural preserves for the most nostalgic images and dreams of a nation.’’ She also argues that they operate as ‘’very special kind of museum’’, since ‘’popular taste has shaped and nurtured them in the collective imagination’’. (p.116).  This article will be useful for my final essay since it’s content is rich in observations and facts worth mentioning for my analysis. For example, the author discuss that these sites are as much popular towards adults as they are with children.  (188 words)
Source #2
Forbes, Bruce David. "Mickey Mouse as icon: Taking popular culture seriously." Word and World 23, no. 3 (2003): 242-252.

The author of this academic article, first of all, believes that people in general are not interested in critically analyzing what Mickey Mouse truly means in popular culture. He states that ‘’Mickey and other cultural icons deserve the attention of scholars, clergy, educators, and civic leaders, because such icons help us understand ourselves, revealing some of the desires and beliefs of a large portion of the population.’’ (p.242). The author is also aware of the importance that popular culture plays in our daily lives: ‘’Popular culture is worthy of study for people active in ministry because it both shapes us and reflects us. It is everywhere, like the air we breathe. It tell us ''who we are, and what we are, and why''. (p.242). He also thinks that Mickey Mouse is the perfect icon to illustrate this thinking because he ‘’mirrors our utopian dreams and symbolizes our transformation of everything into commodities.’’ This article will be useful for my essay because it is not enough to only talk about the site itself. It is important to reflect on what it produces into everyday culture since it involves the creation of commodities and consumer value. I believe touching upon Mickey Mouse in my essay will add a wider and better aspect of the Walt Disney experience as a whole.  (218 words)

Source #3
Villmoar, Adelaide H., and Peter G. Stillman. "Pleasure and politics in Disney’s utopia." Canadian Review of American Studies 32, no. 1 (2002): 81-104.

In this academic article, Villmoar and Stillman argues that Walt Disney World is not simply an amusement park whose only function is for people to have fun and forget their daily hassled lives.  The authors firmly believes that the pleasures encountered at the park lies largely ‘’in the clean, organized, commercial lack of freedom.’’ (p.81). 
[bookmark: _GoBack]They are clearly focused on the ‘’authoritarian playgrounds’’ and concerned about the ‘’political meanings’’ of those playgrounds. Their point of view obviously goes against popular interpretations of Walt Disney World as an utopic place of ‘’entertainment and popular culture’’, since they believe the site itself informs and educate people the wrong way because it is a highly ‘’controlled and controlling environment’’ with a limited variety of ‘’rides, food, shows and stories’’. (p.81). It will be interesting to use this article in the more critical part of my essay because I believe there are always two sides to a story. It will be exciting to explore the dystopian aspect of the site as much as the utopian one. The contrast of both could bring the analysis to a very interesting conclusion. To be continued….  (188 words)
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