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RELEASE OF INFORMATION LAB ASSIGNMENT
PART I: ESSAY INSTRUCTIONS

PARAGRAPH 1 - INTRODUCTION:

	This paragraph should summarize what the assignment requires.  Take the information from the instruction sheet and begin something like the following:

	For this assignment, I am required to…..(what?)

PARAGRAPHS 2&3 – FEDERAL/NYS LAWS:

	At a minimum, students should discuss HIPAA, HITECH, 42 CFR, Pt. 2, all federal laws and NYS PHL, Section 17, which states how this law is more restrictive in some areas than HIPAA.  
	
	Discuss what each law requires for compliance. Students can discuss the federal laws in one paragraph and the NYS law in paragraph 3.

PARAGRAPH 4 – ROLE OF HEALTH INFORMATION PROFESSIONAL:

	In this paragraph, students should discuss why health information professionals must know and understand these laws in order to ensure compliance with releasing patient information according to all regulations, and facility policies and procedures.

PARAGRAPH 5 – INTEGRITY OF THE MEDICAL RECORD:

	Students must discuss how important it is for health information professionals to follow all laws/regulations to avoid unauthorized access to the medical record and how this is linked to protecting the integrity of the medical record.  

PARAGRAPH 6 – CONCLUSION:

	Students must determine if the laws discussed in the essay are sufficient to protect patient rights and maintain the integrity of the medical record or if additional laws are needed, stating why you believe as you do.
