
Rough Draft Portion of The Research Paper

Length: 5 pages (not counting Works Cited)
Sources: 10 minimum*, documented in MLA (at least 8 sources must be scholarly/peer-reviewed)

OVERVIEW:

This essay is the culmination of your semester of writing and research. Here, you will bring together sources that offer comprehensive understanding of the research topic and portray multiple perspectives on the issue; your sources should also support your critical position and recommendation. As this paper makes up a significant portion of your grade for this course, you will be expected to apply skills and knowledge learned and practiced throughout the course. 

DESCRIPTION:

You will need to develop a rough draft of a documented research paper of at least 5 pages, (plus Works Cited) that presents a specific, well-supported, well-organized argument about the issue you have been exploring. To support your argument, you will use the sources you have already collected this semester and add new sources as needed.
In this paper you will identify and engage with credible and substantive sources which represent a variety of perspectives on your chosen issue: summarize those sources and the arguments they represent; analyze those arguments and their credibility; synthesize this material in such a way that you present the ongoing academic conversation which you are joining; specify the broader audience for your paper; portray the significance of this topic to a particular audience; and derive a reasonable recommendation/stance/argument pertaining to your topic. Remember, this is not simply an informative essay; this is an argumentative essay. As a unique participant in the conversation about your chosen issue, you should contribute a convincing argument to the discussion and demonstrate a thorough understanding of your topic. As an academic scholar yourself, understand that your stance must be supported by your research.

REQUIREMENTS:

    Identify the dominant conversation surrounding the research topic
    Offer a recommendation for a course of action/ supportable stance in relation to your topic 
    Adhere to a clear organizational and argumentative structure appropriate to the audience/purpose of the paper
    Provide an engaging an informative title that indicates the topic and your stance
   Include 10 sources minimum: at least 8 scholarly and 2 popular media/press
    Use proper formatting according to  MLA rules
    Use Times New Roman, size 12, 1-inch margins, double-spaced
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In addition to the outcomes for previous essays, upon completion of this assignment, you should demonstrate the ability to 

find information and evaluate its reliability
summarize, paraphrase, and quote sources correctly
use information from sources to discover a debatable question or position of your own
write a dynamic, argumentative thesis which indicates your position
use effective and well-paragraphed evidence to support that position
derive evidence from a minimum of 10 sources (*see above Requirements for details)
synthesize source material by applying ideas across sources

EVALUATION CRITERIA:

The paper will be graded according to the following categories:

Thesis statement (dynamic/complex, clarity/legibility, focus)
Dominant conversation (identification, description, perspectives)
Recommendation/argumentative stance (specificity, plausibility, usefulness, targeted agents/audiences)
Sources (adherence to requirements, credibility, variety)
Organization (intentionality, transitions, reflection of thesis statement)
Argument (logic, strategic, well-organized)
Writing style/voice (academic, formal, appropriateness to audience)
Grammar/Mechanics (no error patterns, no errors which impede understanding)
Proofreading (polish, evidence of careful editing and revision)
Citation correctness (error free in accordance to MLA rules)

ADDITIONAL NOTES:

While you have used first person in essays one through three, “I, me, my” are acceptable on a limited basis. This is the most formal essay of this course. Decisions in terms of voice and style should reflect that formality (avoid contractions, voice opinions in an academic manner, use specific and appropriate vocabulary for the rhetorical context)


