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I. INTRO: 
If we were simply looking upon stats Barry Bonds perhaps is the greatest baseball player of all time. Barry Bonds is the only player in MLB history to have been awarded the MVP award a record seven times. Furthermore he holds the record for the most homeruns ever hit at 762, and the most homeruns ever hit in the regular season at 73. However his ranking as one of the greatest baseball player did not last for long. Bonds was caught in the BALCO investigation, as one of the several athletes that were provided with performance enhancing drugs by trainee Greg Anderson. Without the use of steroids Barry Bonds wouldn’t have had the great career nor the amazing stats he was able to accomplish in the major leagues.
II. Main point: Before the use of steroids Barry Bonds was having a decline in production late in season.
a. By 1997 Bonds was 33 years old and at that age he found it harder to pump iron during the season.
b. In 1998 Barry Bonds decided to switch his trained to Greg Anderson and weight lifter and a steroid user and seller.
c. Bonds was jealous of fellow big leaguers such as Mark McGuire and Sammy Sosa hitting homerun, and he wanted to be part of the homerun spectacle also.
Main point 2: Barry Bonds put up greater numbers later in his career, which was when he was a steroid user.
a. Most season home runs with 73 in 2001.
b.  Highest single season on base percentage in 2004 and slugging percentage in 2001.
c. Most consecutive 30+ home runs seasons with 13 from 1992-2004.
d. Most walk with 232 in 2004.
Main point 3: Despite Barry Bonds use of steroids he was on pace of a hall of fame career plus there were many other using steroids at the time.
a. In the 1998 season both Sammy Sosa and Mark Maguire were setting records for the most home runs, both of the players were using steroids. 
b. Performance enhancing drugs were not banned till the 2002 by the MLB.
c. Before the 1998 season Bonds already had career number which would have qualified him for the hall of fame .

III. Conclusion: Barry Bonds is statistically the greatest baseball player ever but the path he took, takes away from his accomplishment. Bonds use performance enhancing drugs thus causing him to increase his on the field predictions unnaturally. Many players behind him in the various stats took the clean route to achieve those accomplishments unlike him. Without the use of steroids Barry Bonds wouldn’t have had the great career nor the amazing stats he was able to accomplish in the major leagues.






