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	Structuring an Argument


There are countless ways to structure arguments.  This method represents a relatively failsafe approach, but should not be seen as the sole method of arrangement.  View it instead as a fallback, a starting point, or an intellectual exercise.

PART ONE—INTRODUCTION:

· An introduction should answer the question, “Why do we care about the topic?”  Some approaches include: 

· Anecdote or scenario—“telling a mini-story” to engage the reader

· Historical background

· A “surprise” such as a startling statistic or unusual quote

· The last sentence of your first paragraph is nearly always an effective place to put your thesis statement.  Your thesis statement can follow the format: (Assertion) is true because (Reason 1), (Reason 2), and (Reason 3).

· Example: Landlords should not deny prospective residents housing based on sexual orientation (ASSERTION) because it could create a homogenous community in the affected areas (REASON 1),  it would be an unfair denial of equal rights (REASON 2), and because it could be economically damaging to landlords themselves (REASON 3).

PART TWO—REASONING:

· Reason 1

· Explain what you mean, define any key terms

· Give evidence (sources, logic) to back up Reason 1
· Analyze the evidence.  What does it mean?  How does it support your argument?

· (If needed) acknowledgement of counterargument to Reason 1
· (If needed) refutation of counterargument to Reason 1
· Repeat this for each of your major reasons

PART THREE—ADDRESSING COUNTERARGUMENTS:

· Acknowledgement and refutation (contradict) of any counterarguments you have not yet addressed

PART FOUR—A scintillating CONCLUSION:
· In addition to restating your opinion, you have a lot of freedom and flexibility to make your closing paragraph interesting. Remember to reiterate your thesis. For example, you can:

· discuss the future of your topic and possible directions it could take 
· discuss other things related to your topic and how many of them are affected by your topic (in order to show the reader how important your topic is)

· Suggest a possible solution 
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