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Directions: Use the 5 ‘W’ Questions about Children’s Behavior in an observation, either of a child in a classroom or in a video (of your choosing, but please specify the URL of the video for me to access). Answer as many of the 5 W questions as possible.



	The Question
	Ask Yourself

	Who was involved?
	Was only the one child or others involved? 
If others, were they adults, children, or both? 
Did the behavior involve animals? 
If this is a recurring behavior, are the same children, adults, or animals generally involved?

	What happened?
	Note the precise nature of the behavior. 
Record what happened before and after the behavior. 
Note how long the behavior went on.

	When did the behavior occur?
	Does it occur at the same times during the day or at different times…only on certain days of the week or every day? 
What type of activity is going on at the time—for example, when the child arrives at school, during naptime, during large group, at transitions or throughout the day? 
Be specific. 

	Where did the behavior take place?
	Does it happen only in certain areas of the classroom or school or just about anywhere?

	Why did the child behave this way?
	This requires you to reflect and interpret the behavior, which is difficult. 
Reflect on answers to the other four questions. 
Decide if you have enough information for interpreting. 
Do you even need to interpret this behavior? 
Do you need more information before you can make a good conclusion?




