Paper #1 Content Analysis – Gender and Representation
Point value: 65 pts. 
Standards: Double spaced, 12 pt. type
Length: 3-4 pages or 900-1,200 words

For this first paper you will conduct your own independent content analysis and write up the results. In order to successfully complete this assignment you must use the data you collect to make an argument about gender representation in media aimed at children.
1 Choose a limited number of current (new in 2015 or 2016) media texts (for example, three magazines; three TV shows; three music videos; TV commercials; etc.). The media you choose should be explicitly produced for children or adolescents. Do not, for instance, choose adult-themed texts even if they are popular with young people.
2 Choose a specific element to count. Do not just count men and women (or in this case, perhaps, boys and girls). Count men and women, choose a particular age group and something more useful to analyze (ie how many women wear high heels or make-up;  how many men are shown caring for other people as compared to women; how many girls come to the rescue; or even how many women or girls initiate a "relationship" versus a man or boy,etc.) Write a 3-4 pages (900-1,200 words) paper analyzing the data you collected. 
3 This paper should include the following:
· An explanation of why you chose this media and a justification for your quantitative analysis (in other words, why are you counting these particular variables, and what might your design add to what we already know about gender representations).
· A section explaining your method of analysis, how you collected your data, and justifying your use of your rubric.
· Your rubric and a summary of the data you collected
· An analysis of your findings

4 Use Chicago-style citation. See the citation guides on the library website for sample entries. http://guides.lib.washington.edu/content.php?pid=69943&sid=517698 (Links to an external site.)
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