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Abstract

An abstract is a single paragraph, without indentation, that summarizes the key points of the manuscript in 150 to 250 words.  For simpler papers, a somewhat shorter abstract is fine.  The purpose of the abstract is to provide the reader with a brief overview of the paper. When in doubt about a rule, check the sixth edition APA manual rather than relying on this template.  (I prefer only one space after a period, but two spaces are suggested by the sixth-edition APA manual at the top of page 88.)  This document has a history that compels me to give credit where it’s due. Many years ago I downloaded a fifth-edition template from an unspecified author’s web site at Northcentral University. I modified the template extensively and repeatedly for my own purposes and in the early years I shared my highly-modified templates only with my own students. By now, I have edited this document so many times in so many ways that the current template bears virtually no similarity to the old Northcentral document. I want to be clear, however, that I am in debt to an unknown author who spared me the inconvenience of having to create my own templates from scratch.
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Introduction

Here you will state the purpose of the report, who your audience is, the context (what the problem is), and an overview of the report. Address opposing arguments and refutations.
Existing Problem/Issue

Write about the existing problem, including technical information/statistics, cost, etc. Include citations.
Proposed Solution

Write about your solution, including technical information/statistics, cost, etc. Include citations.

Heading Level 2 – solution
Heading Level 2 - solution
Heading Level 2 - solution
Benefits
Write about how your audience and others will benefit.
Conclusion

Conclude the paper.
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Footnotes

1 Some professional journals ask authors to avoid using footnotes.  In an undergraduate paper they are almost never necessary.
2 As of 2013, I do not recommend using the footnote and endnote features in Word if you want to keep your footnotes in APA format.

Table 1

Correlations Among and Descriptive Statistics For Key Study Variables
	
	M (SD)
	Sex
	Age
	Income
	Educ.
	Relig.
	Dist. Intol.

	Sex
	1.53 (.50)
	
	.07
	-.09
	.02
	 .14
	 .06

	Age
	31.88 (10.29)
	
	
	 .08
	  .19*
	   .20*
	 .01

	Income
	2.60 (1.57)
	
	
	
	.04
	-.14
	-.09

	Educ.
	3.44 (1.06)
	
	
	
	
	  -.29*
	-.06

	Relig.
	1.21 (.30)
	
	
	
	
	
	  -.19*

	Dist. Intol.
	3.75 (1.19)
	
	
	
	
	
	


Notes.  N’s range from 107 to 109 due to occasional missing data.  For sex, 0 = male, 1 = female. Educ. = education.  Dist. Intol. = distress intolerance.  Relig. = religiosity.

* p < .05. 
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Figure 1. This simple path model, adapted from results in a Journal of Consumer Behaviour paper, is an example of a figure. The figure appears on the last page (although in the rare case that you have an appendix, the appendix would follow the figure). 
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