Research Paper Outline 

I. 
II. 
Introduction
a. Attention Grabber: directly relate the hook to your topic, make the hook catch the reader’s attention (Can be a surprising statistic, a rhetorical question, an anecdote or a summary of a fact)
b. Background Information: give a brief history of your topic and explain its importance. Don’t forget to cite your source here if it’s not common knowledge.
c. Lead into Thesis: a transition sentence(s) that links the background information to your thesis
d. Thesis Statement: breaks down an issue or an idea into its component parts, evaluates the issue or idea, and presents this breakdown and evaluation to the audience. States your position on the topic.
III. Body
a. POINT 1
i. Topic Sentence 1 
1. Signal Phrase + Evidence 1: from notes + In-text citation
2. Explanation: relates evidence to topic sentence/thesis
3. Signal Phrase + Evidence 2: from notes + In-text citation
4. Explanation: relates evidence to topic sentence/thesis
5. Closing Sentence + Transition Sentence: connect previous topic to next topic
ii. Topic Sentence 2 
1. Signal Phrase + Evidence 1: from notes + In-text citation
2. Explanation: relates evidence to topic sentence/thesis
3. Signal Phrase + Evidence 2: from notes + In-text citation
4. Explanation: relates evidence to topic sentence/thesis
5. Closing Sentence + Transition Sentence: connect previous topic to next topic
b. POINT 2
i. Topic Sentence 1 
1. Signal Phrase + Evidence 1: from notes + In-text citation
2. Explanation: relates evidence to topic sentence/thesis
3. Signal Phrase + Evidence 2: from notes + In-text citation
4. Explanation: relates evidence to topic sentence/thesis
5. Closing Sentence + Transition Sentence: connect previous topic to next topic
ii. Topic Sentence 2 
1. Signal Phrase + Evidence 1: from notes + In-text citation
2. Explanation: relates evidence to topic sentence/thesis
3. Signal Phrase + Evidence 2: from notes + In-text citation
4. Explanation: relates evidence to topic sentence/thesis
5. Closing Sentence + Transition Sentence: connect previous topic to next topic
c.  COUNTERARGUMENT (if you have one)
1. Signal Phrase + Evidence 1: from notes + In-text citation
2. Explanation: relates evidence to topic sentence/thesis
3. Signal Phrase + Evidence 2: from notes + In-text citation
4. Explanation: relates evidence to topic sentence/thesis
5. Closing Sentence + Transition Sentence: connect previous topic to next topic
ii. POINT 3 (Strongest Point)
1. Signal Phrase + Evidence 1: from notes + In-text citation
2. Explanation: relates evidence to topic sentence/thesis
3. Signal Phrase + Evidence 2: from notes + In-text citation
4. Explanation: relates evidence to topic sentence/thesis
5. Closing Sentence 

