Final Project 
Guidelines Project Rationale 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The culmination of material covered in previous weeks: An enthusiastic apprentice always looks forward to the day where the skills learned can be put into action, to display a product to the world that demonstrates they are now an artisan. 

The purpose of the Final Project in this course is much like a Final Project an apprenticing craftsperson might undertake. This project will utilize the amalgam of your quantitative skills to demonstrate that you can: 

1. Align an appropriate statistical test to a research question you constructed. 
2. Find data that meets the assumptions of your statistical tests and answers your research question. 
3. Synthesize the results to articulately present the findings via an oral presentation. 
4. Present the results in a formal, written document. 
5. Document how quantitative methods can assist with social change. 

Expectations 
Data 

You are free to use data that you obtain on your own or utilize one of the datasets from the course but, to make the project more meaningful to you, it is highly recommended that you find your own data. If you use one of the datasets from the course, please make sure that you are not mimicking a project already posted in one of the weekly Collaboration Labs. You can find existing data through a number of clearinghouses on the web (i.e., NIH, ICPSR, NIJ, NCES, www.data.gov, etc.). If you are having difficulty obtaining data, please be sure and contact your Instructor for some suggestions. You may also want to consider data from your workplace but be sure you have permission to use it for learning purposes. 

Deliverables 
You have three deliverables for this project. 

The first (Important For this area please give me a detailed summary of your findings so I can present it) is an oral 5- to 7-minute presentation that you post to the Week 11 Discussion Board. You can create a video directly in Blackboard using Kaltura; information to help you complete this task is available via the Kaltura Media Uploader link on the course navigation menu. Your video should be targeted toward a lay statistical audience. That is, consider giving a presentation of your results to your co-workers/team, a group who might not have the level of statistical knowledge you now hold. All too often, the results of great projects are not implemented because the researcher did not translate the results and communicate the findings to the research consumer. 

For the second (Ignore) deliverable, please respond to at least one peer’s video presentation, providing constructive comments on the strengths of the Final Project, as well as identifying ways to improve. Remember, your goal will be to provide constructive and helpful feedback, so please be polite. In your feedback, for example, you may indicate that some aspects of your peer’s presentation could be clearer. You might provide suggestions that could clarify the interpretation of their findings. In any case, remember that the purpose is to provide and obtain constructive and helpful feedback, so please be supportive and polite. 

The third (Important this is given for the rest of the instructions below) deliverable is a 7- to 10-page written product that details your approach, results, and interpretation of findings. This should be a formal, scholarly paper, one that adheres to the APA guidelines. In this document, be sure that you: 

1. Present your research question clearly. 
2. Explain why you selected your dataset and the statistical test you applied to that dataset. 
3. Detail whether your test has statistical power or not. 
4. Use one of the statistical tests covered in this course. 
5. Visually display your results. 
6. Detail how your findings might impact social change. 
7. Ensure that your Final Project is 7–10 pages in length, in APA format. While you are required to use one of the statistical tests covered in this course, you should feel free to appropriately augment with tests you learned in RSCH 8210. For example, you may use a correlation matrix to test for multicollinearity in a regression model.


Introduction

1. Describe the topic of the study, why the study needs to be conducted, and the potential positive social change implications of the study.
2. Preview major sections of the chapter.

Study Purpose/Research Objectives

1. Indicate that this is a quantitative study.
2. Present the study intent (such as, describe, compare, correlate, explore, and develop).
3. Identify the independent, dependent, and covariate variables.

Research Question(s) and Hypotheses

1. State the research questions.
2. State the null and alternative hypotheses (if appropriate) that identify the independent and dependent variables studied, the association tested, and how the variables are measured.

Methodology 

1. Describe the data you used.
2. Describe the variables and how each variable is measured or manipulated.
3. Identify the statistical test(s) used to test the hypothesis/hypotheses. 
4. Explain the rationale for including potential covariates and/or confounding variables. 
 
Analysis/Results (Insert all SPSS output in this project with explanation and identify which datasav. was used)

1. Report statistical analysis findings, organized by research questions and/or hypotheses, including: 
· Exact statistics and associated probability values
· Confidence intervals around the statistics (as appropriate)
· Effect sizes (as appropriate)
2. Report results of post-hoc analyses of statistical tests, if applicable. 
3. Include tables and figures to illustrate results, as appropriate, as per the current edition of the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association. 

Implications

1. Describe the potential impact for positive social change at the appropriate level 
(individual, family, organizational, and societal/policy). 
2. Describe methodological, theoretical, and/or empirical implications, as appropriate. 
3. Describe recommendations for practice, as appropriate. 
Limitations

Describe the limitations to generalizability and/or trustworthiness, validity, and reliability that arose from execution of the study.

Conclusions

Provide a strong “take home” message that captures the key essence of the study. 


These are the questions and assignments SPSS outputs used over the weeks choose an output style and create a question based on that
Wk 3
Mediation in SPSS
Research question: Can the health performance in both women and men can be predicted based on the services offered, age and illness type?
Wk 5
Binary Logistic Regression in SPSS
Research question: What is the employment status of the lived poverty and the economy?
Wk 6
Factorial Analysis of Variance in SPSS
The question: Does the frequency of wearing a seatbelt and/or getting a flu shot have an effect on mental health?
Wk 7
Repeated Measures ANOVA in SPSS
The research question is – What is the relationship between math comfort, motivation and self-concept?
Wk 8
Analysis of Covariance (ANCOVA) in SPSS
Research Question is: What is the relationship between help seeking, gender, age and math comfort?
Wk 9
MANOVA in SPSS
Where the differences in the perceptions of attractiveness and intelligence of drug users in movies (i.e., the two dependent variables are "perceptions of attractiveness" and "perceptions of intelligence"
