Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) is projected to be the third most common cause of morbidity worldwide by 2020. Many people believe that that patients admitted with COPD that come from poor areas stay longer in the hospital than from wealthy areas.  It is also known that if the area is poor, the assumption is the majority of patients are either on Medicaid or in the Affordable Care Act.  According to the Journal of Hospital Medicine (2016), the Affordable Care Act, including the Medicaid program is not associated with length of stay (LOS).
The purpose of this study is to understand if the effects of age, gender, geographic location, and payer mix have on a COPD patient’s length of stay in the hospital.  This research aims to show that that age, geographic location and payer mix do determine the COPD patient’s length of stay, but that gender does not.  
The data instrument I will use will be from a tool called Midas, where my place of employment gathers this information to care for patients.  I will extract the appropriate data for patients from March 2017 at 31 hospitals; format, and analyze the data to complete the project.  The questions I need to know are the following:
1. What is the age of the patient?
2. What is the gender of the patient?
3. What geographic location is the hospital?
4. What is the primary payer mix of the patient?
5. What was the length of stay for the patient?
	Age
	Gender
	Geographic Location
	Payer Mix
	Length of Stay

	Age of patient
	Male or Female
	North State, CA
Sacramento, CA
Bay Area, CA
Central California
Central Coast, CA
Southern California
	Govt. Medicare
Govt. Medicaid
Commercial/Managed Care
Other
	# of Days
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