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The diagnosis for this disability should occur before the age of 18. Depending on type of causation and the severity of the disability different professional will make the diagnosis.
· If the causation is prenatal, the OB-GYN could make a diagnosis.
· If the causation is perinatal, the OB-GYN or Pediatrician will make a diagnosis.
· If the causation is postnatal, the Pediatrician will make a diagnosis.
If the child is school age, the school psychologist will diagnose the student during the Special Education determination phase. The school psychologist or educational diagnostician will administer testing for the intellectual functioning and adaptive skills.
How is this diagnosed? 
The child will be administered IQ testing and the parents/teachers and possible family members will be given the Vinelands Adaptive Rating Scale to complete. The tests are compared and a diagnosis can be determined from the results.
If the low intellectual functioning is caused by a medical situation, the doctor will determine the diagnosis based upon the medical observations and test results.
The American Academy of Pediatrics recently updated its recommendations emphasizing the advances of genetic testing which provides a more precise diagnosis for children with developmental and intellectual delays. Doctors are now working with genetic specialist to conduct chromosomal microarray testing which detects genetic abnormalities and fragile X testing. The process is also assisting doctors in helping connect families to appropriate community resources and support systems. 
When does the diagnosis usually occur? 
The diagnosis will occur depending on the severity before birth, during birth or after birth. Most children that are mild intellectually disabled and diagnosed by the school psychologist will be before the third grade or by age of 9.


