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Module 2: Heuristic Problem Solving Model
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Overview
You will create a heuristic problem solving method that you could use with your students at the grade level you instruct. If you teach more than one grade level, choose one and denote the level your method is designed for. You may use a heuristic model that your campus implements.

You will need to explain each step and produce a visual chart of the model that could be made into a poster for the students in your class to see and utilize.

The third part of the assignment is to find, or create, a problem to solve utilizing your method. Please outline the steps to solve the problem, explaining how each part of the model is used.
Learning Objectives
· Design a heuristic problem solving model that would benefit your students in their problem solving situations.

· Create a visually appealing mini-poster that students could follow the steps of your model.

· Develop, or find, a problem to implement the model.

· Explain why the model chosen, or created, will benefit students with problem solving.
Rubric
Use the following rubric to guide your work.
	Tasks
	Accomplished
	Proficient
	Needs Improvement
	Not Acceptable

	Heuristic Model
	Model is clearly defined and follows the steps of problem solving: Understanding the problem, strategies, checking the answer.
(25 points)
	Model follows some of the problem solving strategies.
(20 points)
	Model only provides one or two of the problem solving steps.
(0-10 points)
	Model is not present, or does not cover any problem solving steps.
(0-10 points)

	Visual Display of Heuristic Model
	Model is visually appealing and includes graphics for students to identify the steps, and sight words to recall the steps
(25 points)
	Model is somewhat appealing and has some graphics and words for each step.
(20 points)
	Model does not include graphics, just the steps.
(15 points)
	Model does not have any graphics and is not understandable upon viewing.
(0-10  points)

	Problem Used to Depict Steps from Model to Solve
	Problem is clearly solved using each step from model.
(25 points)
	Problem implements some of the steps from the model.
(20 points)
	Problem only uses 1 or 2 of the steps.
(15 points)
	Problem does not use the steps and is not described.
(0-10 points)

	Follow-up Reflections 
	Thoughtful and relevant reflection on how this model will benefit students.
(25 points)
	Reflection on how model benefits students is basically outlined.
(20 points)
	Model briefly explains benefit to students.
(15 points)
	Student benefits are not included.
(0-10 points)


Directions (Text boxes will expand as you type.)

Describe the model you have created. If you use a model already in place at your school, or one found through research, please provide the reference. You will need to create a visual display that could be posted on the wall of your classroom for students to see and refer to. A problem outlining the steps of your model will need to be explained.

Note: If you would like to have your students create their own model to use it, you may do so. It is not necessary to include all students’ work, you may just choose one.
Model
Reflecting on the readings for the week describing two heuristic models, create your own model for students to use. In the space below, describe each part of your model and how it relates to the problem solving steps from Module 1 readings. 
	


Visual Design

Create a ‘mini poster’ that would be visually appealing to your students. It should have graphics for each step and abbreviated words describing what the step is about. Create or paste the mini poster on the last page of this document. 
Problem Solving Example
Design or choose a problem to describe how each step of your model is used to solve the problem. If you have your students use the model to solve a problem, you may use their work. 
	


Visual Design

Create or paste the mini poster below.
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