[bookmark: _GoBack]Esquibel

Positionality Essay
Purpose
The purpose of the Positionality Essay assignment is to reflect on yourself as a social/cultural subject. In this essay, you will explore your own social identities through personal and autobiographic accounts and apply course concepts to your experiences in critical and reflexive ways. 

Assignment
Think critically about your own social identity and concepts from class. Write an essay, taking the form that you wish, that circulates around the following questions:

A. Think about your social identity story from an autobiographic perspective. Share some of your story and how this reflects socio/cultural aspects. This may entail details such as—where you grew up, your economic background, race, ethnicity, religion, education, family, gender, community, friends, communication styles, sexual orientation, life experience, health, etc. 
B. Using your social identity show how certain aspects illustrate course concepts from course readings. For example, describe a social aspect about yourself (description), explain how it relates to a concept (application), and the significance of this (rationale). I suggest incorporating at least 2 relevant and interesting concepts. You may have to read ahead in Allen to find concepts that relate to your experiences. 
C. Edit and review your essay. Submit on canvas before class time on the due date. If you turn in your work late, you will receive half credit and not receive feedback in a timely manner.

Specifications: Typed, double-spaced, APA citation, 3 pages in length. This should be a standard flowing essay (introduction, body, and conclusion). Do not simply cut and paste A, B, & C from above and answer questions. I encourage creative, attention-getting, and performative writing. Cite sources and provide a citation page.


Total Points: 15 points


Tips: Have fun with this essay. Make it interesting to read. Be self-reflexive. Share poignant and rich examples. Apply cool concepts from readings to your experiences. Be reflexive and critical. Be yourself!


Due Date: Announced in class and on canvas assignment 




Positionality Essay

Assignment Specifications 5 points
· Typed, double-spaced, proper paragraphs and spacing, 3 pages in length	
· Correct APA citation in text
· Correct APA reference page
· Standard flowing essay, clear and organized
· Evidence of editing/revision, spelling and grammar at college standards
 (.5 each): ________points earned

Essay Core Objectives 10 points
Social Identity Reflection
· To what extent did the essay articulate social identity from an autobiographic perspective?
· To what extent did the essay engage in in-depth self-reflexivity?
· To what extent did the essay engage in critical thought?  
5 Excellent	4 Good	3 Average	2 Below Average

Application of Key Terms 
· Selected appropriate course concepts to apply to social identity experiences 
· Applied concept appropriately and correctly (demonstrated clear understanding)
· Explained the significance of social cultural experience and the application of course concept
· Application did more than meet requirements and extrapolated meaning

5 Excellent	4 Good	3 Average	2 Below Average

Overall
Essay demonstrated thoughtful, critical, and insightful self-reflection (Qualitative Evaluation)
Outstanding		Good		Satisfactory		Needs Improvement	

Comments:
Total: ___________/15 points

