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Marijuana Should Be Legalized for Medicinal Purposes
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Marijuana is considered an illicit drug by the federal government but every year states are either legalizing marijuana for medicinal purpose or legalizing it for recreational use. Currently, almost half the states on America have legalized marijuana for medicinal purposes. Despite, a large number of states supporting medical marijuana, there are just as many states which have not. These states have failed to recognize the medical value this drug provides patients. In fact, marijuana has been proven to be a valuable aid in the treatment of a wide range of illnesses and diseases. Marijuana should be legalized in states for medicinal purposes since it provides many health benefits especially in aiding to alleviate the symptoms of chronic or terminal diseases. 
	The federal government has designated marijuana as a “Schedule I” drug which automatically labels it as a dangerous drug. This is just not the case. Marijuana has been around for many civilizations for many purposes including as medicinal and mood altering agents. In fact, archeological research has shown, ancient societies used marijuana for pharmaceutical, psychoactive, and divinatory purposes (Armentano, 2). Modern cultures indulged in the use of marijuana for medicinal and recreational purposes but the plant also generated hemp which was used, in the past, to make clothing, cordage, canvas, and other items now made out of cotton or other synthetic materials. 
	When the Marijuana Tax Act of 1937 was enacted, marijuana was made illegal for the first time. In fact, President George Washington, grew marijuana for the hemp and so did Thomas Jefferson. There were hemp farms across the country and in the state of Virginia, citizens were required to grow hemp when the state experienced shortages (Guither, 3). Marijuana laws were influenced by prejudicial viewpoints of Mexican and African Americans. Marijuana did not become illegal unit it was connected with minority populations. When Mexicans travelled into California smoking the weed, the state enacted the first law outlawing the use of marijuana.
 During the 1920’s, the prohibition on alcohol resulted in the development of underground nightclubs were jazz was popular. The jazz musicians, mostly made up of African Americans, were known for their marijuana consumption. This led to many other states outlawing the use of marijuana. Harry J. Anslinger, the head of the Bureau of Narcotics used the prejudice in society to convince citizens to support a federal law taxing the use of marijuana (Guither, 4). In 1970, the Drug Abuse Prevention and Control Act replaced the Marijuana Tax Act, classifying it a Schedule 1 drug. 
Schedule 1 one drugs are addictive in nature with no medicinal purpose and a concern for overdose (Guither, 5). This does not describe marijuana. Marijuana has medicinal value and is not highly addictive. When people smoke marijuana, they are not at risk for overdose. Even though marijuana does not fit into this category, by definition, it has been treated like more addictive and dangerous drugs, such as heroin and cocaine. Americans negative view of the drug was further supported by the War on Drugs. The War on Drugs was paired with laws and sentencing policies which harshly punished marijuana dealers and users. 
Overtime and through research, it has become clear, marijuana does not pose a dangerous or deadly threat to citizens as once believed. Research into different areas of medicine have shown, marijuana has a positive effect on many different medical issues. For one, research has shown marijuana is beneficial to reducing chronic pain and stopping the spread of certain types of cancer cells (Armentano, 5). In research conducted on the effects of marijuana on Alzheimer’s, the research showed cannabis can reduce cognitive impairment and decrease neurotoxicity (Ramirez, 1904). Research has also shown marijuana has positive effect on Tourette syndrome by relieving the tics and has been show to relieve the symptoms of Lou Gehrigʹs disease. 
Medical marijuana does not only relieve the symptoms of chronic or terminal disease, it also reduces the number of people dying of overdoes. In a study conducted by the National Bureau of Economic Research in 2015, it showed in states where medicinal marijuana has been legalized there is a reduction in the number of people addicted to opiates (Armentano, 5). Cannabis has been proven to be a non-harmful way for controlling pain which reduce the need for opiates to control pain. When a person abuse opiates, they are at risk for an overdose. No one has ever overdosed from marijuana. 
Millions of Americans experience chronic pain from illnesses and diseases as well as debilitating injuries or disabilities. Marijuana has been shown to relieve this pain through extensive research. Ignoring the benefits to the person in pain is unfair and unjust. People in pain should not have to seek out illegal drugs to relieve the pain or manage the pain through additive prescription drugs when there is a safe alternative in the use of cannabis. In fact, in one double‐blind, placebo‐controlled trial, inhaled cannabis was show to significantly reduce capsaicin‐induced pain (Armentano, 25). The study also showed it increased the ability of people with chronic pain to sleep. 
There are many who would disagree with the health benefits of marijuana despite proof of its benefits. One critic finds while parts of the marijuana plants have its benefit, when smoked as a whole, the plant has not medicinal value. Marijuana can provide relief from pain, aids wasting and nausea but the harms are delivered with the benefit (Morgan). Unfortunately, Morgan supports an old world view of marijuana and is discounting ample evidence which provides otherwise. Other critics of medical marijuana find it does not cure drugs, like glaucoma despite extensive studies, but marijuana is not a cure all. It is a plant which as medicinal value for many diseases and disorders but not for all. 
Marijuana is considered a gateway drug into heavier more dangerous drugs by people who oppose its legalization. The truth is alcohol is also considered a gateway drug as well as tobacco but these substance are legal and have absolutely no health benefits for the user. Comparing marijuana to substance which are harmful is not a reasonable or logical comparison. Marijuana has been proven to be beneficial for many sick people showing it could be beneficial to all of society. 
Research into the medicinal value of marijuana is fairly new but the result from many of these studies have been the same, Marijuana provides medical benefits to the user. While smoking the plant is not recommended by all supports of the plant for medicinal use, there are many different ways a person can consume marijuana without experiencing any harmful effects. Many people smoke marijuana because they enjoy its relaxing properties but beyond the recreational value of the drug is the value it provides to the chronically and terminally ill. Legalizing marijuana for medicinal purposes would make it easier for the ill to obtain the drug for medicinal purposes. 
Marijuana should be legalized in states for medicinal purposes since it provides many health benefits especially in aiding to alleviate the symptoms of chronic or terminal diseases. When there is a drug available which is non-toxic and provides positive health benefits, it should not be classified a dangerous Schedule 1 drug but legalized for everyone’s use. People using the marijuana do not experience withdrawal pains after stopping use of the drug and very few are known to become addicted. 
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