
SPSS 5: Part II Bivariate Correlations

For this exercise you will use the data set you compiled in SPSS Assignment 2. There you had 3 Interval-ratio variables:  murder rate, gun ownership rate, and another related variable you chose. 
 
Download the data set.
Choose your independent variables and dependent variable. In other words, pick one variable that you believe may be caused (of course, keep in mind that correlation will not prove causation) by the other three.
State your hypotheses about the relationships between your independent variables and the dependent variable. Do this for each independent variable because you will be testing each one separately. 
In SPSS: Analyze – Correlate – Bivariate and then place all the variables in the Variables box. Click OK.
Record the results below. Fill in your independent and dependent variables, the rest are your choices. Enter r for each independent variable as well as the significance level. As you read the correlation matrix from SPSS you will see that there are some values you can ignore.

	
	Independent Variables
	

	Dependent Variable
	1. _____________________
	2. ____________________

	
___________________________
	R:
Sig:
	R:
Sig:





Analyze and interpret the results for each independent variable. Your summary should identify the variables and the strength and direction of the relationship. Remember to characterize the relationship and put the statistical values in parentheses. Check to see if your hypotheses were supported.
IF TIME: Run your own variables from the GSS or whichever data set you have chosen to work with for your paper.

