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Top of Form
Use SPSS to answer the research question you constructed and post your response:
Research question: Is it really necessary to get a higher degree in order to make more money?
H0: Education level has no effect on income level
Ha: More education equals more income
Research design: Quantitative
2 sample t-test
Independent variable: Highest year of school completed
Dependent variable: Respondent income in constant dollars
This independent samples t-test was conducted to compare level of income and education level. Is it really true that the higher the educational degree a person has results in a higher income? There was a significant difference in income were high school graduate level (M = 26,484.59, SD = 26,261.544, N = 757) and Graduate degree level (M = 62,325.05, SD = 44,387.941, N = 198) conditions; t (234.212) = 10.875, p = .000, two-tailed. The results above suggest that getting a graduate level degree does in fact increase an individual’s income level as the report shows a large difference in the income of 35,840.46 dollars, and the 95% confidence interval around the difference between the two degree levels means was relatively precise (29,347.341 to 42,333.573).
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Thanks, for getting an early start, Kenneth. You selected great variables for a t-test. You are on the right track -- be more specific about the hypotheses and the research design.
Can you talk about why you selected the two-sample t-test as opposed to the one-sample or paired t-test?
What were the df for your t-test? I ask because the  234.212  that you reported seems a bit odd considering the sample size. Usually the df for a two-sample t-test are (n1-1) + (n2-1).
What did you learn from Levene's test? When you reported the value of t, did you use the value for equal variance assumed or equal variance not assumed?
Remember last week's discussion about meaningfulness vs statistical significance.  In your evaluation, are your results meaningful as well as statistically significant?
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