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“Summery of Dating”

Summer of Dating


The article titled “Dating” by Beth L. Bailey, begging’s with an in-depth historical background information about dating.  “In the early twentieth century this new style of courtship, dating, had begun to supplant the old.  Born primarily of the limits and opportunities of urban life, dating had almost completely replaced the old system of calling by the mid-1920s…” (Bailey, pg. 1)  Bailey also states that, “dating moving courtship in the public world, relocating it from family parlors and community events…” (Bailey, pg. 1)  With these chains of events the writer considers dating as a way to develop freedom and increase possibilities, which at one point lacked opportunities.  “One change was generational: the dating system lessened parental control and gave you men and women more freedom.  Not only did Beth point the new found freedoms of dating but she also goes into detail on who held the power in the system. “The dating system also shifted power from women to men.  Calling, either as a simple visit or as the elaborate late nineteenth-century ritual, gave women a large portion of control.” (Bailey, pg. 5)     

Courtship takes a position where two members of the opposite sex do not have physical contact until they are married.  Many things in a courtship are done in the “public eye,” where there is no privacy.  For daters (dating), spending time alone with a member of the opposite sex whom we find attractive can present temptations that can be very hard to resist.  From the system that is described by Beth in 1988 to the system that I personal know now is much different. In 1988 the approach of a male seeking the attention of a female needed to be very well timed, done with respect, and done in person.  In today’s world, dating can easily start with a text, email, or from a phone line.  There is no need for a “gentlemen’s touch” or a strong personal factor to gain the attention of the opposite sex.  Also, the times of a male seeking or asking for a ladies attention are long gone.  There are many situation where the female are the ones seeking the attention of the male.  In conclusion, the standard and social norms that where described by Bailey have changed into what we know now.  Personal encounters, non-personal invitations, and both male and females beginning the dating process have now become normal.      
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