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A Summary on “Dating” by Beth L. Bailey
Before the early twentieth century, dating had a different meaning and a different system.  At the time, “calling” gave women the upper hand.  Courtship was done in the women’s house, in a private area where there was supervision. The event was governed by countless rules such as giving a proper amount of time between the invitation and the visit, whether or not to serve refreshments, topics of discussion, when the leave should be taken place, and more.  Courtship revolved around etiquette.  In other words, it was a test on suitability, background, and how the person was raised. Not only was the event more strict, but women were in control of the situation from the invitation to the date itself, women had an equal stand in the situation. 

Overtime, the “calling” began to transition to a less ritualistic event, now called “dating”.  Both lower class and middle class helped to shape the perception and practice of dating.  By the 1920s, the practice of calling was not practical for working class families who lacked the space in their home for such events.  As for the lower class, families often could not afford entertainment in their homes such as a piano or pool table.  Thus, they were forced to receive their callers in public at factories made into clubs with entertainment; slowly shaping the term “dating”.  Even the upperclassmen helped shape the practice of dating, as they began to enter the public world.  Although, their public courtship comprised of private theatres and dances with controlled guest lists.  The excitement of freedom from adult supervision thrilled the youth of the upper class.  Then by the 1930s, the invention of the automobile became a huge contribution to dating by providing mobility and privacy. 
The public aspect of what the “calling” has become, led to a shift in control from woman to man.  Men now being the host of this event meant that they are the ones to provide the entertainment and food from their own pocket.  Dating was centered on money and became understood as an economic system.  The growing opinion of women becoming dependent on money in return for their company gave men not only the responsibility to make the first move, but more importantly, power.  The shift from old practices of courtship created inequality, and the struggle for women to regain a balance of power still stands today. 
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