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Abstract
In this research, a group of university and college students will discuss their experiences with both e-classes and the traditional classrooms by pointing out why they may prefer one form of learning over the other. The research will involve a group of 200 students divided into two, a half taking at least one online course this semester and the other half taking all the courses in a standard classroom regardless of whether they have taken an online class in the past. They will be given a questionnaire to identify various reasons that motivate them to take their respective learning mode. Contacts of students taking online classes will be acquired from the administration and will match the courses of the traditional classroom respondents. The researcher has hypothesized that reduced instances of instructor presence for the online courses and lack of class feel are major deterrents to online courses enrollment while the needed to educate oneself and manage their time are among the major factors that attract people to online learning.  



Almost half of the students enrolled in various community colleges in the United States have ever, or are currently, enrolled for at least two purely online courses in a semester completing the remaining courses with traditional classroom attendance. It still remains vague, notwithstanding, whether the learners prefer this online learning strategy or whether their preference to take the courses online is pushed by other factors (Jaggars 2012). To ensure online courses are offered in the best way possible, university and college administrations need a better understanding as to why students might prefer to do a section of courses online while at the same time choosing to physically attend the traditional classes for other courses. 
The world is quickly gaining pace and embracing colleges and universities that have adopted an online reading module. Many institutions of higher learning have realized that they should not be left behind by the fast rise in the adoption of information technology in learning and have, therefore, developed infrastructure to enable them to offer some of their courses to distance learners. Despite the highly spirited efforts by different institutions to implement online learning systems, it would be bound to hit a dead end if the learners were not willing to enrol for these online classes. The rise in demand for e-classes makes it necessary to investigate the various perceptions that the learners have towards online and traditional learning so as to discover the reasons underlying the student’s enrollment to both the online and traditional class-based courses (Public Agenda, 2013). Previous literature has indicated that there exist various aspects that students take into consideration before they opt for either online or traditional classroom courses. 
Literature Review
Various researches have indicated that convenience and flexibility are two vital aspects that highly motivate learners to enrol in online courses. However, the number of students that take full online courses are still relatively low as most of them feel that the traditional learning, by going to class gives a better learning experience. For instance, a recent study of college students indicated that only 3 percent believed that students gain more when enrolled in an online class as opposed to the traditional classrooms (Aslanian & Clinefelter, 2013). 
Learners may, as well, be discouraged from pursuing online courses in case they know a fellow student who had a negative experience after enrolling in an E-class. Negative experiences usually arise from technical hitches, diminished presence of the instructor and peers, or challenges of sticking to strict time management, as well as self-instructed studying which much online learning platforms require (Public Agenda, 2013). Probably, because of similar factors, college and university students seemingly perform poorly in online courses as compared to when they attend the traditional classrooms. 
Hitherto, there is limited research that explores the way in which students establish a balance between the desire to achieve flexibility and likely concerns related to academic performance when deciding whether to pursue online or traditional courses. Similarly, literature does not offer much insight on whether the type of course, for instance; Mathematics or Physics, impacts on the decision making of the student on which class to take (Bambara et al. 2009). This research targets to get this information from a number of college and university students that will help examine various factors that students usually take into consideration when it comes to choosing between online e-classes and traditional classes. 
Most students today possess much interest in the web services, and they are usually actively online for hours every day. This can be witnessed by the heavy presence of millennial in the social media. A study by Ying-Tien Wu and Chin-Chung Tsai, (2006) indicated that the attitude over the use of internet varies with various factors. For example, male students have a more positive attitude towards what they perceive as control over the internet as compared to females. The male students are alleged to be more technology oriented as compared to their female counterparts. This means that the male students are likely to spend more time online as compared to the female students and therefore, the male students are more likely to adopt to online studies.
When registering for most courses today, students are usually given an option of enrolling either in a traditional classroom-based course or in an online class where all the learning is usually done over the internet. Although the traditional system of classrooms have proved to be successful for very long, many learners feel that online courses are more conversant to their needs. With technological advancements, the capabilities of higher learning institutions to provide online classes has grown alongside the demand of this mode of learning. Students now prefer to utilize Internet-based classrooms for off-campus courses (Beard et al., 2004).  The main reason these online courses have triumphed is because they permit their learners to attend classes virtually at their own convenience. Additionally, many of the modern-day learners’ work and at the same time, pursue their education. These online courses permit the students to access course material, interact with other students, and study without any geographical location limitation. Most learners that have opted for the online classes also feel good in the presence of a learning experience that has been nurtured by the social environment. Various interesting aspects of online learning such as Blackboard enable instructors and students to navigate over the entire course material and also discussion boards that allow a chat space and an individual email to both instructors and fellow students (Beard, 2004). As pointed out by Maurino (2007), online courses facilitate more interactions among the enrolled students as compared to traditional classrooms. Another attractive feature of online classes is that they cut the cost required to travel to and from campus. 
Despite the fact that online learning is on a rising trend, many students still opt to enrol for the traditional classes which are facilitated through face-to-face communication (Maki, 2002). This is mostly because of their negative attitudes towards online classes viewing them as less effective (Robinson & Doverspike, 2006, p.66). One of the main reasons for this negative attitude may be the fact that despite the advancements in technology, a section of students feel that their chances of success increase significantly when studying through one on one interaction with the instructor and fellow students (Beard, 2004). It is also evident that numerous college students wish to experience the time-honored college life where they attend classrooms as they reside on campus or commute to campus for the lectures. They perceive such a social environment to be the best for a good learning experience (Clinefelter & Aslanian, 2014). Other students feel that they may not have adequate time to interact with their peers and professors via the online platforms. Similarly, people close to the student such as family and friends may manipulate the decision of the student on whether to pursue an online or traditional class (Bambara et al. 2009). For instance, parents might advise their children to enrol in traditional classes just as they did during their college life since they may hold the belief that their children may not learn much if they do not interact physically with the tutor.
Nonetheless, students enrolled in the online course have expressed more dissatisfactions as compared to the students enrolled in traditional classroom set ups. Research has also suggested that online students are on average, less satisfied with their courses as compared to the traditional classes. A chemistry professor with over 20 years’ teaching experience, having tutored both the online and the traditional classes pointed out that the satisfaction levels of these two groups and their confidence when taking their exams varied greatly (Summers, Waigandt & Whittaker, 2005). When taking instructor variables into consideration, students enrolled for online courses lack a genuine class time, and they have limited options besides waiting for the other members of the class to discuss various problems. There are great variations that exist between online classes and the traditional classes in terms of student satisfaction on the professor's zeal, concern, transparency, as well as interests in teaching (Summers, Waigandt & Whittaker, 2005). The web students will seemingly have fewer chances of meeting the instructor to discuss problems and questions individually as they mostly rely on an online platform for communication.
A variety of researchers have however, noted that there lies no considerable differences between online classes and traditional classes in terms of performance. Warren and Holloman (2005), found out that there doesn’t exist significant differences in performance and outcomes of the student's studies for those enrolled in online or traditional lectures. The research involved students who were enrolled in both the online courses and traditional classes for the same subject. Another research by Dellana, Collins and West (2000) also found that there was no material difference between the results obtained from students enrolled in the online classes and those enrolled for the traditional classes with one on one interactions with the tutor. 
Mullen & Tallent-Runnels (2006) argue that there are three kinds of interactions that are essential for a successful online learning; learner-content interaction, learner-learner interaction and learner-instructor interaction. For the online learning to succeed, the distance learning instructors will have to provide for all the three forms of interactions. Harasim (1996) condemns e-classes claiming that they shrink education to a form of an industrial production process since it lacks the human aspect of physical interaction and also alienates learners from teachers. He describes the online learning process as a mass production assembly line where labor specialization substitutes the more craft-oriented method of the traditional classrooms. However, the works of Peters came before the present web-based explosion of the demand for online classes. 
Just before embarking on the research process, it is important to acknowledge that it takes some quite considerable time to design and establish an online learning platform. The instructor has to leave the role of the content provision to a content facilitator and also attain comfort and expertise in the use of the web-based classrooms as the main student-teacher platform.
Method
Participants
The research population will involve 200 students from universities and colleges. The sample will be divided into two, half will be those taking at least one online course this semester and the other half will be a group that has not enrolled in an online course this semester, regardless of whether they have enrolled in an online course in the past. The gender aspect will not be under consideration. To be fair, the sample will be balanced to ensure the same courses represented by the first half will also be the same as the one represented by the second half. 
Procedure
The research team will conduct interviews with both groups, the online learners as well as the traditional classroom students. On top of this, support and the administrative personnel will also be included so as to provide a qualitative analysis of the trends and preferences of the type of learning preferred by various students. This research will majorly focus on the student interview section. Age will also not be considered in the research as it is not considered to be a strong determinant. Semi-structured interviews will be administered concerning the learning experience and perception of various students in relation to the mode of learning, particularly, the student learning experience in the course that they are currently enrolled to. Students will be required to state why they opted for either the online or traditional classes. Some set of requirements will be placed on the questionnaires such as the factors that students usually take into consideration while deciding between online and traditional classes. Various factors that might be suggested to affect a student’s preference such as structural barriers, interaction with professors, interaction with peers, and learning style preferences will be incorporated in to the interview. 
Tools
The researcher will develop some questionnaires with questions regarding the student’s perception towards online and traditional learning system. Factors that will be featured in the questionnaire include the perceived benefits of each mode of learning such and the fulfilment levels for the entire course and the perception on which mode of learning has better delivery. The researcher will also adopt the use of semi-structured interviews on administrative personnel and support who will be identified to be in key positions that have access to the information regarding enrollment figures in both programs. The research will also employ a Likert scale to find the students opinion on various issues.  
Results
The results to be obtained from the Likert chart will have a scale of 1-5. The various factors will be rated by the respondents depending on his or her perception. For example, a respondent may respond to a statement such as "I prefer when I educate myself," by either agreeing or disagreeing with 1 representing strongly agree and 5 representing strongly disagree. The ratings for every factor will be evaluated. The average, as well as the standard deviation for every factor, will be generated. 
Discussion
The results will be redone again and assessed against the stated hypothesis. The hypothesis will hold if they find that some students prefer online learning because of the learning convenience while the others prefer the traditional classes so as to be able to facilitate genuine interactions among the students themselves and the instructors. Other factors that will be observed to affect the perception and the rate of enrollment both in online and traditional classes will also be discussed. 
The study will identify various limitations to the courses of research, together with propositions of the way in which future research may be founded on the contribution of this topic. Future research may incorporate the gender factor in their analysis. This could help determine the level of influence that gender has when one is making a decision to pursue online courses or traditional class-based courses. Research has claimed that male students are more likely to enrol for the online lessons but little research has been carried out to identify the factors influencing this difference. 
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