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Graded Assignment
Narrative Essay First Draft
Write the first draft of your narrative essay. Be sure to follow these requirements and recommendations when completing your draft:
Total score: ____ of 100 points
 Open a new Microsoft Word document. Type your name and the date at the top of your document. To help your teacher know who the essay came from, save the file as:
LAC2 2.4 Narrative Essay First Draft_FirstInitial_LastName.doc
Example: LAC2 2.4 Narrative Essay First Draft_M_Smith.doc
Type your essay in the document you create. When you are ready to turn in your draft, use the Assignments tool to attach your draft document.
The recommended length requirement for this essay is 2–4 pages (600—1,200 words), double-spaced, 12 point Times New Roman font. It is acceptable to write more than this; not developing your ideas enough to meet the length requirement may cause you to lose points.
Check online for the due date of your first draft. Turn the first draft in by the due date to receive full credit on the assignment.
Your first draft will be evaluated against a checklist. The checklist is based on the rubric that will be used to grade the final draft. Copies of the checklist and the rubric are attached. Read over the Checklist and the rubric before you submit your draft to your teacher. The first draft assignment is worth 100 points, so be sure your draft includes everything in the Checklist. For example, one of the Checklist items states, “The essay contains a clear beginning, middle, and end.” If your draft has those three parts, you will receive 10 points. If it does not have those three parts, you will receive no credit for that item on the Checklist. There are 10 items on the Checklist. Before you hand in your first draft, be sure your draft includes all of the items so that you can receive full credit.
Before you begin writing, read over the feedback you received on your planning assignment to help guide you. Then, as you draft your narrative essay, revisit your belief statement and your other prewriting as often as you need to in order to remind yourself of your plan for the work. 
Remember that you are writing to express yourself. At the same time, remember that you are writing so that an audience can understand and sympathize with your self-expressions. Write in your own voice. Show who you are. Use ordinary informal English, but find vivid, concrete words that belong to the informal vocabulary. Imagine that you are meeting one of your readers at a social gathering. Your reader has asked you to tell him or her something about yourself. Make your best impression on that reader. 
In the previous lessons of this unit, you learned a great deal about how to write this genre of essay. You learned about these concepts:
Using the first-person point of view
Using the active voice rather than the passive voice
Conveying a sincere, serious, yet friendly tone
Showing your story rather than telling it
Choosing vivid words
Maintaining unity by sticking to your belief topic
Maintaining coherence by arranging incidents and observations sensibly
Using transitions to enhance coherence
Creating sentence variety
Keep all those factors in mind as you draft. Your draft does not need to be perfect, of course. You can count on needing to work on some of the above points later, when you revise. In the first draft, keep them in mind but don’t agonize about whether you use every technique to its utmost. Concentrate on the events you want to narrate and the meaning that you find in the events. 
Some students make the mistake of counting their words as they write. If you are tempted to do that, resist the temptation. Worrying about fitting into the length requirement will distract you from your real goal: writing a good essay. 
Don’t worry whether every word, phrase, and mark of punctuation is perfect. The most important thing is to share your belief and your experiences with your readers. So go ahead and do that!
Checklist for Evaluating the First Draft of a Narrative Essay
Your first draft will be graded on the basis of the checklist below.
□	The purpose of the essay is evident.
□	The essay focuses on a belief the writer holds.
□	The essay narrates a specific event or events that exemplify the belief.
□	The essay interweaves the writer’s observations into the narrative.
□	The essay contains a clear beginning, middle, and end.
□	The essay is organized in a logical way.
□	The tone, voice, and language are appropriate for the topic and audience.
□	The essay contains a variety of sentences.
□	Some feedback from the planning assignment has been incorporated into the draft.
□	The paper is 600–1,200 words.
Number of checked items X 10 = _____ points
Possible Total = 100 points
Narrative Essay Grading Rubric
Your final draft will be evaluated based on this Grading Rubric.
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	The writer’s voice is appropriate for the topic and purpose. The voice is both expressive and believable. The purpose of explaining what the writer believes comes through clearly in the narrative. The writer does an outstanding job of engaging the audience.
	The writer’s voice is appropriate for the topic and purpose. The voice is usually expressive and believable. The purpose of explaining what the writer believes is identifiable. The writer does a good job of engaging the audience.
	The writer’s voice is inconsistent. At times it is appropriate for the topic and purpose. The voice varies between being expressive and being flat. The purpose of explaining what the writer believes is not always identifiable. The writer doesn’t have a clear conception of writing for an audience.
	The writer’s voice is almost completely missing, and a sense of purpose of explaining what the writer believes is hard to find. The writer has made little attempt to engage the audience, and the writing is flat.
	The writer’s voice is missing, and the purpose of explaining what the writer believes is unrecognizable. The writer seems unaware of an audience, and the writing itself is lifeless. The writer is not invested in the topic.

	Ideas and Content
	The ideas and content are outstanding. The narrative essay is clearly focused around a main idea, which may be stated or implied. The main idea is supported by carefully chosen, relevant, and abundant details. The writer is aware of the significance of the narrative and communicates the significance to the audience.
	The ideas and content are good. The narrative essay is focused around a main idea, which may be stated or implied. The main idea is usually supported by relevant and abundant details, but an occasional detail seems to stray from the main idea. The writer is aware of the significance of the narrative and generally communicates the significance to the audience.
	The ideas and content are adequate. There is a sense of a main idea, but the focus is not clear. Details expand upon the main idea, but they are limited and sometimes irrelevant. The audience can recognize that the narrative has significance, but the significance is not clearly communicated.
	The ideas and content have little focus. The main idea is unclear. There are many details but they shed little light on the topic and tend to be repetitious. The significance of the narrative is not communicated to the audience.
	The ideas and content have no focus. There is no sense of a main idea, either stated or implied. The details are limited and not clear. No sense of significance is communicated to the audience.

	Structure and Organization
	The organization and structure are outstanding. The essay moves easily from one idea or event to the next. The beginning of the essay immediately draws in the reader; the middle presents the text in a logical and easy-to-follow way; and the end leaves the reader satisfied. Transitions are used effectively both between and within paragraphs.
	The organization and structure are well thought out. The essay moves easily from one idea to the next. The essay has a clear beginning, middle, and end, but all parts may not be equally satisfying. Transitions are generally used effectively between and within paragraphs.
	The organization and structure of the essay are mostly adequate. The essay has a beginning, middle, and end, but at least one part is not developed well. The essay does not move easily because transitions have not been used effectively.
	The organization and structure of the essay are hard to follow. There is a beginning, a middle, and an end, but the beginning does not engage the reader, nor does the end leave the reader feeling satisfied. Ideas do not flow smoothly because transitions are used inconsistently, if at all.
	The organization and structure of the essay are lacking. There is no clear beginning, middle, or end to the narrative essay. Sentences are disconnected from one another, and no attempt has been made at paragraphing.

	Language and Word Choice
	The writer consistently uses sensory details and language that shows rather than tells. The writer uses active voice and incorporates vivid verbs, concrete nouns, and figurative language for effect. Vocabulary is attention grabbing and varied and appropriate for the topic, purpose, and audience.
	The writer uses some sensory details and many examples that show rather than tell. The writer generally uses active voice and usually chooses vivid verbs and concrete nouns. Vocabulary is varied and appropriate for the topic, purpose, and audience.
	The writer uses few sensory details and few examples that show rather than tell. The writer relies too much on passive voice, and verbs and nouns tend to be abstract rather than concrete. Vocabulary is somewhat varied and generally appropriate for the topic, purpose, and audience.
	The writer uses few sensory details and mostly telling rather than showing language. Language is abstract, and concrete examples are missing. The writer uses a great deal of passive voice. Vocabulary is limited, and it is not clear whether topic, purpose, and audience have been considered in language and word choice.
	The writer provides no description. Vocabulary is extremely limited, and words are used incorrectly. Topic, purpose, and audience have not been considered in language and word choice.

	Sentences and Mechanics
	The essay contains a variety of sentence structure, beginnings, and length that contribute to an outstanding expression of ideas. Each sentence contains a complete thought, except for those which intentionally use a fragment or a run-on for effect. There are few, if any, errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics, and those that exist do not impede the reader’s ability to understand.
	The essay contains some variety in sentence structure, beginnings, and length. Most sentences contain complete thoughts. There are few errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics. Errors rarely interfere with the reader’s ability to understand.
	An attempt has been made at varying sentence structure, beginnings, and length but not always effectively. There are some unintentional fragments and run-ons. Errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics sometimes interfere with the reader’s ability to understand.
	There is little variety in sentence structure, beginnings, or length. Many sentences are incomplete. Errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics frequently interfere with the reader’s ability to understand.
	There is no variety in sentence structure, beginnings, or length. There are many fragments and run-ons. Errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics make the essay extremely difficult to understand.



