Your responses must be written in complete sentences, and must be written in your own words. Please type your responses directly into the document, and submit as a MS Word file on BB.

Questions 1-5 ask mostly about content covered in the Qualitative Research Methods reading; questions 6-9 ask about material covered in the Quasi-experimental and Single-case Designs reading.

1. In 3-5 sentences, compare and contrast qualitative vs. quantitative approaches to research.

2. Select one of the basic orientations to performing qualitative research (first mentioned on page 137). Then, in your own words and in no less than 4 sentences, describe the orientation you’ve selected.

3. In 2-3 sentences, describe one key advantage and one disadvantage of focus group interviews. 

Review the list of qualitative research tools on page 142 of the reading.

4. Which qualitative research tool(s) would you use as an I/O psychologist asked by a company to assess the occupational stress levels of its employees? In no less than 5 sentences, describe how you would go about implementing/using the tool(s) you've selected.

5. Which qualitative research tool(s) would you use as a human resource manager who must determine the best benefits to include in an employee health plan? In no less than 5 sentences, describe how you would go about implementing/using the tool(s) you've selected.

6. Explain the difference between a true experimental design and a quasi-experimental design.

7. Suppose I am interested in whether implementing weekly quizzes in my courses will improve student learning. I decide to use weekly quizzes in our 2004 class, and not in my 2002 class. Which type of quasi-experimental design do you recommend, and why?

8. Suppose I only have access to our 2004 class: which of the three single-group designs would you recommend, and why?
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In the history of American anti-poverty programs, Moving to Opportunity (MTO)-a housing experiment conducted in the 1990s- stood out for its ambitious yet simple design. Under the experiment, more than 4,600 extremely poor families were randomly assigned to receive housing vouchers in five major American cities. Just like in clinical trials, MTO gave social scientists the opportunity to untangle the effect of place on poverty, and to learn if a better neighborhood could directly improve the lives of the poor. In 2003, a mid-term evaluation of MTO revealed a controversial and surprising outcome. After being placed in neighborhoods with low poverty, teen girls appeared to benefit far more from their new surroundings than teen boys. The rigorous empirical analysis of the MTO experiment had identified important differences by gender, but could not explain the social processes or experiences that led to those differences. A different research methodology would need to examine what the quantitative data could not. 

9. Suppose you have been asked to assist a group of social scientists with quasi-experimental research about the results of the MTO project. Of the developmental designs first mentioned on page 363, select one you might use in this research, then explain the following (in no less than 8 sentences) in detail: 
· how you would implement/use the method;
· any ethical issues you should be sensitive to during the research process.


