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	APA STYLE – Goal B – Gather and use academic resources effectively and according to the standards and rules of academic integrity
	Student self-score
	Instructor score

	General (1 pt. for each bullet)
· 12-point  Times New Roman or Calibri  font used throughout, including the running head 
· Entire paper is double spaced
· Margins are 1" on all sides

Title Page and Abstract (1 pt. for each bullet)
· Title page formatted correctly
· Abstract is page two, titled Abstract - it is centered, not underlined, not bolded, and not italicized 
· Abstract is 150 - 250 words, a summary of the paper 
· Paragraphs are not indented in abstract
Body (1 pt. for each bullet)
· Narrative begins on page 3, title of paper is centered 
· Descriptive section headings (left aligned-bolded) are used for each section (Definition of Topic; Background of Topic; Discussion of Research; Conclusion)
· Narrative is a minimum of 8 FULL pages and a maximum of 14 pages (cover page and abstract are not included in the final page tally - the reference list is included). 
· Header is formatted per instructions 
In-text Citations  ( 2 pts. for each bullet)
· All reference sources and citations match. For example, if a source appears on the Reference page, it must be cited properly in your narrative, and vice versa.
· Embedded citations are in proper APA style.
· Citation is correctly incorporated into the sentence it supports 
· Page or paragraph number included for direct quotes and block quotes used for 40+ word verbatim quotes (double spaced, indent all lines ½ inch, no quote marks, cite at end)
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	Total for APA Style - General
	       /19
	/19

	References Page (1 pt. each bullet)
· Page is titled References (centered, not underlined, not bolded, and not italicized) and appears at the end of the paper - References begin on new page from narrative 
· References appear alphabetically
· Hanging indents and double spacing used - no numbering or bulleting 
Reference List 
· References are cited in the correct APA format for the type of citation they represent (newspaper, book, journal, webpage, etc.) 10 sources required 
	/3

/8
	/3

/8

	Total for APA STYLE  - References
	/11
	/11

	Total for APA Style
	/30
	/30




	CONTENT –  Goal A – Present a compelling argument; Goal B – Use academic resources effectively; Goal C – Evaluate the nature and possible causes of topic; Goal D – Connect concepts and evidence logically
	Student self-score
	Instructor score

	Source Types (10 minimum) All sources must be cited in the body, or no credit
· 1 source from the REFERENCE section of Cook Library or reference e-books in online databases - required -3 pts.
· 4 journal or scholarly articles - required - 1 each @ 3 points = 12 pts.
· Other sources can be websites, articles, or other scholarly articles -1 each @ 1 point = 5 pts.

Source Depth and Accuracy  (2 pts. for each bullet)
· All sources relevant to topic 
· Source variety reveals the complexity of the issue 
· Sources are appropriately current 
· Correct in-text parenthetical citations provide accurate evidence for statements
· Citation for anything NOT common knowledge. 

	
/20


/10

	/20


/10


	Total for Content - Sources
	/30
	/30

	Research Question/Topic Statement –Clear, correct, concise - 3 pts.
· Topic is appropriate for audience of educators with specific details (not vague generalizations) - 3 pts.
· Lays foundation for the paper- 2 pts.

Body/Narrative –
· Introductory paragraph opens the paper - 2 pts.
· Headings are descriptive of paragraph under discussion - 2 pts.
· Transitions and topic sentences are used - 2 pts.
· Definitions of terms are handled quickly, thoroughly and accurately - 2 pts.
· Conclusion paragraph summarizes paper 2 pts.

Grammar and Mechanics 
· Sentence structure - 2 pts.
· Paragraph structure - 2 pts.
· Spelling - 2 pts.
· Punctuation - 2 pts.
· Appropriate vocabulary/ NO use of 1st and 2nd case pronouns - 2 pts.
	/8
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/10
	/8


/10



/10

	Total for Content - Body
	/28
	/28

	Critical Thinking and Synthesis of Research Studies  (2 pts. for each bullet) 
· Discussion goes beyond the book-report stage to explore controversy
· Discussion goes beyond simply restating facts or quotes, sources are synthesized (re-told in writer’s words) to provide evidence for statements
· Analysis or interpretation of the sources is shown
· Depth of understanding of the source is evident
· Issue explored fully, adequately presented and discussed
· An informed conclusion is clearly based on the sources cited 

	/12
	/12

	Total for CONTENT
	/70
	/70

	TOTAL
	/100
	/100



