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The Death of Baiji:
A Case Study of Water Pollution Problem in Yangtze River 
It is said that Yangtze River, the greatest river of China, is the cradle of Chinese civilization. The total length of Yangtze River is around 3964 miles, and it is considered to be the third place around the world. Starting at Qinghai-Tibet where is called “roof of the world”, the basin goes through the middle of China, and falls into the East China Sea. According to Maloney, “Yangtze River contains the largest water ecological environment in China. There are more than 350 species and subspecies that had been founded from Yangtze River” (20). At the present, Yangtze River faces huge problem of water pollution; meanwhile, thousands of aquatic that lives in Yangtze River under threats of water pollution. In fact, the water pollution has become the major cause to the destruction of Yangtze River’s water ecosystem, and Baiji, the unique species can only be found in Yangtze River, has been driven to extinction due to the serious water pollution of Yangtze River.
Baiji is a mammal and belongs to the fish family of dolphins but it is the type of dolphin lives in fresh water. Local people of China call it as the “goddess of protection” or “goddess of Yangtze”. The protection was considered for the people who used to do fishing and boating as their profession living by the bank of the river. There are different folk stories are related to Baiji, one of these stories relate that a beautiful girl lived with her stepfather who eventually decided to sell her in the market and took her to the market via boat. While they were on the boat, the man with his evil nature, intended to harass the girl but the girl preferred to die than being a prey to that man’s sexual hunger and jumped into the river. Eventually, a storm came and everything was wiped away along with the bad man and later a dolphin shaped fish was jumping in the river, considered to be that girl was incarnated to the fish and from there on, Baiji is known as the protecting goddess of Yangtze. According to Chen’ study, “Because of the water pollution, Baiji had been marked as the critically endangered species and no corrective measures were taken which resulted in a situation that now Baiji is not present in the Chinese water anymore” (14). In the year 2006, a group of scientists were involved in a research mission which was conducted along this Chinese river. In the end, the team concluded that water pollution has caused baiji extinct base on what they have founded.
Water pollution is a form of pollution which directly contaminates the water. When water pollution is used as a broader term then it refers to the pollution of water present in the rivers, lakes, and oceans. Water is considered to be polluted when its natural taste, colour and minerals are lost by mixing with the industrial wastes which are drained out directly into these natural resource of water. Almost one tenth of the whole planet’s human population lives in the attachment of the Yangtze River which has put an enormous pressure on the living creatures inside the river and the quality of the water itself as well due to the pollution caused. Water pollution not only effects the natural state of water but also the living organisms present in the water which ultimately disturbs the whole aqua-environment leaving the biosphere of the human beings effected as well. One online article stated that water pollution “… has become a global threat to the environment of the planet putting not only the aquatic life at stake but also affecting the human life” (Girard, “Water Pollution”). For instance, Yangtze River, the cradle of Chinese Civilization, lost its virginity and became the grave of Baiji. 
The Yangtze River’s water pollution problem began with the Chinese industrial revolution in 1962 when the government of China aimed to bring industrial developments, for which the factories and mills were erected in a very short span of time and somehow without much urbanization planning or preservation of the natural resource of water mainly. With the huge growth of industry, the issue of sewage discharge was problematic because of lacking government regulation. The situation kept going worse until the government has published a series of bills designed to limit the sewage disposal. However, the acts only stopped the tendency of its growth, but many factories still keep discharging sewage into Yangtze River illegally. Robert M indicates that, “…The threat is increasing day by day with an addition to the daily casualties by unreportable aquatic lives due to illicit discharges” (1) Baiji, as one of the victims, has already faded away before people realized that they can only find them in museum.
The impacts that water pollution brings to Baiji and other aquatic animals, especially, it lower the survival rate of Baiji’s baby. Base on Nishiwaki M’s research, the result of his investigations points that “Man-made industrial chemicals in sewage effluent were killing fishes’ baby” (15). In 1983, the problem was considered to be so bad, even by the government that Baiji was the first class protected animal in the country, the infant mortality of Baiji is higher and life spans shorter because of the habitat pollution. Further, since the dams were constructed to channelize the rivers in order to power many industrial plants along with Yangtze River, the range of Baiji’s habitat got cut as well as their breeding grounds. Base on Maloney’s study, “…in 1945, the amount of Baiji’s breeding grounds was around 8 compared to 2 in 1983. Moreover, the project of dams decrease Yangtze River’s purification ability which directly relates to the water quality. After thirteen years, Baiji was termed as the critically endangered species. In the end, the unfortunate news was heard in 2006 that Bhaji is disappeared due to the problem of water pollution which resulted in the death of the species.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	In a nutshell, Yangtze River’s water pollution problem has caused the extinct of Baiji, and the problem was caused by the industrialization which is done with the human hands. Ironically, water pollution also killed countless human beings because of drinking contaminated water. The report “Yangtze River: Geography, Pollution and Environmental Implications” shows, “ In China, the availability of clean water is limited to 10 percent of the total while in India, polluted water kills more than 500 people every year” (3) As the water is unliveable in terms of the aquatic life so it is also undrinkable for human being. And because the rivers are coming across the cities and towns, the people live nearby are slowly poisoned by polluted water. Another fact is, No matter we do, we will never have a chance to see a lived Baiji in Yangtze River.
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