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"The Ethics of Living Jim Crow Laws"

For many centuries, African Americans have been prejudiced and treated unfairly by the Whites. There are several cases where the fundamental rights of black Americans have been violated. Furthermore, there are some laws that were enacted in the country that minimized privileges to the African American community. Some of these laws include the Jim Crow Laws as well as other discriminatory laws that were enforced improperly by those who were in the power. It is saddening to mention that racism is still prevalent in the United States. Laws in the past, such as the outdated Jim Crow Laws, which condemned black citizens to interior treatment and facilities just as the Stop and Frisk law enforced in many states today discriminates against blacks and leads to instances of police brutality. This paper seeks to compare the similarities between “The Ethics of Living Jim Crow Laws” by Richard Wrights and certain current laws that discriminate against the blacks. 
The U.S. Constitution states that "all men are created equal," but that was not the case in the era of Jim Crow, specifically between 1877 and mid-1960s. Majority of blacks during this period were mistreated and even chased away. The blacks were treated different and were considered lesser equal to the whites. In “The Ethics of Living Jim Crow”, Richard Wright mentions that, “We moved from Arkansas to Mississippi. Here we had the good fortune not to live close to white neighborhoods. There were black churches and black preachers; there were black schools and black teachers; black groceries and black clerks” (Wright 161). This arguably demonstrates that Jim Crow laws were enacted to keep blacks far from white people. There were certain public places where black people were not permitted to share with Whites.  Some of these places included public vehicles, schools, restaurants, and restrooms. Additionally, the black people were not allowed to vote. 
Today, there are certain laws that are comparable to the outdated Jim Crow laws. One of these laws is the Stop and Frisk law. This is a strict law that argues that under any circumstance, a police officer has the absolute authority to search any person who may be or seems suspicious. This law has led to a controversy of why police officers respond differently depending on the ethnicity or race of a person. There has been a common misconception that “black people tend to offend more because they tend to be more disadvantaged, living in poorer urban areas with less access to public services (Brown 263). This has created a huge problem in the society since many police officers have mostly targeted the African Americans as compared to any other race. This has led to a belief that “since there are more crimes committed by African Americans, the law enforcement should be more suspicious of the blacks than the Caucasians”.
For example, in an article named “New York Civil Liberties” that covers the issue of the Stop and Frisk law, there is a statement that mentions that in order for an officer to stop an individual and search him or her, the police officer will need a logical explanation for detaining that person and should conduct an investigation (Brown 268). Therefore, a person has to commit a crime for an investigation to take place. However, majority of police officers have failed to follow the constitution when enforcing Stop and Frisk law, since the fourth amendment requires the police to have a reasonable suspicion that a crime has been, is being, or is about to be committed before stopping a suspect. This has generated a controversy among the African Americans since they are at the highest likelihood of being detained and searched as compared to any other race. “Cops cannot search for evidence of the crime unless they have a valid search warrant. Therefore, they can’t look in purses, wallets, or other things that are suspected, unless it is a weapon, than it will be concealed (Brown 264). This arguably demonstrates that cops should not just stop anybody for suspicion, but they should have a valid explanation to before searching or detaining a person.
In the essay entitled “The Ethics of Living Jim Crow Laws” the main character (Richard Wright) explains that he had a difficult time in dealing with racism, and his experiences are comparable to those that were faced by black people during the Jim Crow period. Richard Wright’s experiences can relate in a way on how police officers persecute African Americans when they are under suspicion. Police officers are often more doubtful of an African American as compared to other races. This issue raises a question of why police officers often arrest Negros more than other ethnicities. In a study conducted on law enforcement officer site, it revealed that there are more restrains and frisks on Negros as compared to Caucasians. Around 82% of the searches made were African Americans compared which Caucasians that were only10% (Brown 261). 
This issue of the Stop and Frisk Law has a correlation in the story “The Ethics of Living Jim Crow Laws. Richard Wright was in a white neighborhood after dark, and he was stopped then jammed into the curb by policemen, but as they searched Richard and found nothing incriminating, they discharged him and warned him not to repeat his behavior of going into a white town. Similarly, the liberty statistics report mentions that in the year of 2011, law enforcement officers stopped several individuals in New York for suspicion. This rate has an increased by about 500 percent from the year 2000 (Brown 265). Most of those people that were detained by police that year were blacks who were blameless of any criminal action.
There is a high rate of police brutality since police officers are using excessive force against blacks and ending up killing them instead of investigating the situation first. One of the victims was a man named Abner Louima. He was an African American who was a target by a Caucasian police officer and was sexually and physical hurt. The officer mentions that he mistakenly thought that Louima had punched him in the head. The police persecuted and grabbed Louima, then took him to a bathroom. The officer shoved a broomstick in the victim and put it on his face, then committed another malicious action (Brown 265). The officer that committed this brutality and racial discrimination admitted in court that all he wanted to do is cause an embarrassment to Louima. The police made an excuse that after someone supposedly punched him in the head, he thought that Louima was the one who did it and ended up persecuting him. 
In the Jim Crow story, there is an instance when Wright boss and the son of the boss took advantage and hit a black female for not paying the rent owed (Wright 164). This instance is similar to the aforementioned story of how a police officer shoved a stick on Abner Louimas face. All these cases show racial discrimination of the Whites against the blacks. This is also similar to how Richard Wright was constantly picked on and mistreated because of his skin color. White people violated many of black people’s civil rights when Richard had another job in a porter at clothing store.
In conclusion, "Ethics of Living Jim Crow Laws is closely related to certain discriminatory laws that are practiced today such as the Stop and Frisk Law. It is arguably that the blacks have for a long time been discriminated against based on their color and are even up to date discriminated. The Jim Crow laws promoted segregation and discrimination between the Blacks and the Whites. Similarly, the Stop and Frisk Law normally promote discrimination based on race. This therefore demonstrates that the racism and discrimination is still prevalent in the country. It is worth mentioning that this vice need to be eliminated in the society and each person need to embrace multiculturalism and respect right of the other person. 
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