As you begin to write your close reading, review a few things that a close reading is not.
· A close reading is not a book review. Its purpose is not to tell the reader how much you liked the poem.
· A close reading is not a persuasive argument. Its purpose is not to convince the reader that this poem is better than other poems.
· A close reading is not a letter or e-mail. Its purpose is not to express your feelings about the poem or to recommend it to others.

· The following are some examples of appropriate critical language. One key element of critical language is the use of analytical verbs such as shows, demonstrates, illustrates, depicts, conveys, suggests, and expresses. These verbs show your audience that you are serious and objective. They are often used in phrases such as the following:
· The poet illustrates/depicts
The poet conveys the idea that
The use of this element suggests
This passage shows/demonstrates
The theme is expressed in/evidenced by
· These phrases can be placed at the beginnings of sentences as well as in the middle. Varying the beginnings of your sentences is a good way to add variety in a close reading.

Checklist for Evaluating the First Draft of a Close Reading
Your first draft will be evaluated against this checklist. Each checked item is worth 10 points.
|_|	The purpose—to analyze a poem—is evident.
|_|	The essay has a thesis statement.
|_|	The essay includes evidence from the poem in support of the thesis.
|_|	The essay has an introduction, body, and conclusion.
|_|	Language and word choice include the use of literary terms.
|_|	Sentences vary in length and structure.
|_|	Specific lines are cited from the poem.
|_|	The essay is 600–900 words.
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