CCBC – Catonsville 
English 102 – Composition II / Literature
Asst. Professor Berry
THEMATIC ANAYLYSIS: Short Story(s)
Using our text and the stories it contains as well as any information posted to the Blackboard portal to help you understand the process of interpreting fiction, select one of the short stories we have read in class and write a thematic analysis in which you explain what you believe to be the main theme (message) of the story to be. You must support your contentions by citing various aspects in the story which you believe support your interpretation. Remember, the goal of the literature is to both “entertain” and “teach.” Therefore, ask yourself what theme is your short story attempting to teach us (the reader) and why? 

WRITING ASPECTS TO KEEP IN MIND: 

· Develop a Strong Thesis Statement – It must include a topic, controlling idea, and plan and should focus on a clear assertion of what you believe the theme of the story to be. 
· Organize your Essay – There are many ways to organize your essay.

· Organize your analysis by breaking the story into its fictional elements; namely, the setting/atmosphere, the characters, the plot, the symbols, etc., and state how each supports the general message of the story. 

· Select certain salient details that support your interpretation of the theme at the beginning, middle, and ends of the story—this would be a form of chronological organization that would stress the progression of the story through time and is often best suited for those stories that have a clear chronological focus, e.g. “The Story of an Hour,” and “Greasy Lake” for example. 
· Lastly, your organization could focus on one or two important aspects, such as character and setting, or setting and symbols and claim that these elements are suitably significant to carry the theme of the story.
· Keep Focused on your Purpose – This is essentially a “persuasive essay.” You are trying to enlighten your readers with you analysis of the textual evidence (i.e. providing information) while at the same time trying to persuade your readers that your interpretation of the text is the most reasonable and plausible one. 
· Use Clear Transitions -- This of course should go without saying, but make sure your transitions between your points are clearly worded and convey the idea that you are trying to get across. If you are extending the argument, then terms like, “in addition,” also,” or “therefore” connect one idea to another in a logical way and attempts to demonstrate the linkages between these ideas. 
 ESSAY SPECIFICATONS: (10 Requirements) 
1. Word Length: 600-750 words—not including the information on the Works Cited page
2. Text: Your essay must be double-spaced—including quoted material and the Works Cited page. 
3. Font: Arial or Times Roman t font—no “specialty” (artsy) fonts.

4. Font size: 12 point – no bigger and nor smaller, please! 

5. Title: Your title should reflect the argument or perspective of your interpretation of the theme

6. Format: Use a standard essay format--top left-hand side of the paper and the title centered
7. Margins:  1 inch margins on the top, bottom, and sides of the paper.

8. Pagination:  Number each page with the “page number” option in MS Word (incl. Works Cited)
9. Sources: Minimum = 2 outside sources of critical evaluations of the stories and/or characters. I recommend that you use the CCBC Library databases. 
10. Citations: There should be “many” from the story itself since that is what you are analyzing, but you should also have at least a few from reputable critics and literary scholars who are commenting on the short story or on some related aspect to the story. 
DUE DATES: See the assignment portal in Blackboard for the due dates for the thesis and outline, the first draft, and the final draft. 
