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Week Five Devotional
24 All right, bring me a sword.” So a sword was brought to the king.  25 Then he said, “Cut the living child in two, and give half to one woman and half to the other!”  26 Then the woman who was the real mother of the living child, and who loved him very much, cried out, “Oh no, my lord! Give her the child—please do not kill him!” But the other woman said, “All right, he will be neither yours nor mine; divide him between us!” 27 Then the king said, “Do not kill the child, but give him to the woman who wants him to live, for she is his mother!” 28 When all Israel heard the king’s decision, the people were in awe of the king, for they saw the wisdom God had given him for rendering justice.

I Kings 3:24-28 (NLT)
Tact
Wisdom
Sensitivity

These are all valuable elements that Solomon used to discern the identity of the baby’s mother. When we communicate, it is important to be observant and sensitive to the emotions that the person is exuding. As we learn to build relationships, we have to be cognizant of other’s emotions and uniqueness. 

How did Solomon discern the best course of action? It is unlikely that the answer simply dropped out of the sky. It is far more likely that he keenly observed the body language and facial expressions of the women, but he had no proof. How would he get that proof? The calling of the sword was the determination of the facts, not the facts themselves. Solomon’s observation of these women was based on intuition, wisdom, and sensitivity to their emotions and approach. We must be equally aware of the interaction of other’s, as we often do not have capability of proving ourselves correct, as Solomon so capably did.

Solomon had a more obvious development of results, but we should never underestimate our own impact of sensitivity and awareness to others. As we close out our final week together, let us note the uniqueness of each other, and the value added in knowing that uniqueness.
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