Feldman Model of Art Criticism writing assignment
Survey of Art History: Renaissance to Contemporary


Each student will visit one of the following venues and choose a work of art that appeals to them:
1. Bradbury gallery in Fowler Center
2. Sara Howell gallery (at 405 S. Main St.) 
3. 505 Union (at 505 Union St.)

Each student will write a 500-word critique of their chosen artwork that is divided into 4 paragraphs as follows:

1. Describe: Tell me what you see. 
*Reading the label
What is the name of the artist who created the artwork? 
What type of media is used?
What is the title of the artwork?
When was the artwork created?
*What do you notice first when you look at the work? Why?
*What is the overall visual effect or mood of the work?
*Is the artwork describing something about the culture, society or history from the time
that it was created?  Was there a major event in the life of the artist that you can
see evidenced in the work?

2. Analyze: Mentally separate the parts or elements, thinking in terms of textures, shapes, light/dark or bright/dull colors, types of lines, and sensory qualities. In this paragraph, consider the most significant art principles that were used in the artwork. Describe how the artist used them to organize the elements. 
*How has the artist used the principles and elements of design? For this portion, choose
ONE of the following principles: harmony, variety, rhythm, emphasis, contrast,
balance, proportion And TWO of the following elements: line, color, texture,
shape, form, value, size. Then, describe the use of the elements as they define the
principle. For example:  How have line and shape been used to create emphasis?
*How has the artist used light in the work? Is there an illusion of 3-dimensionality with
lights and shadows, or does the artist use light and dark values in a more
abstracted way?
 
3. Interpretation: Explain the meaning of the work based on what you have learned so far. What do you think the artist is/was trying to say? 
*Does the label give any indication of the artist’s intention? If so, do you think the work
successfully does what the artist intended? Why or why not? 
*Do you think there are elements in the artwork that are symbols? Why or why not?
*Why do you think the artist chose to work in this medium, creating the work with
these marks, and making these artistic decisions? 
*Does the work evoke a certain mood or emotion in the viewer? If so, what elements
produce this mood or emotion? How? Be specific.  





4. Judgment: After careful observation, analysis, and interpretation of an artwork, you are ready to make your own judgment. This is your personal evaluation of the work; explore both your positive and negative reactions. Realize that your own tastes and prejudices may enter into your criticism. Here are questions you might consider: 
*Does the work have value or worth? If so, what? For example, it may be beautiful, it
may convey an important social message, it may affect the way you see the world,
it may reaffirm a belief, etc. Do you find that the work communicates an idea,
feeling, or principle that would have value for others? 
*Does the work lack value or worth? If so, why? For example, there may be a poor use of
the elements of art so that it is visually unappealing, the subject matter may be
unimaginative or repulsive, etc. 
*Does the work fall somewhere in-between the above choices, so that it is just okay? If
so, why? For example, the use of the elements of art may be ineffective, it may
lack personal expression, it may lack focus, but still be appealing in some way.

I will not grade a paper that is less than 500 words.

You are required to visit the Writing Center at least twice for this assignment. The Writing Center is located in Room 133a in the Dean B. Ellis Library. Their hours are Mon-Thurs 10a-3p.

Grade determination:

1st writing center visit: 	15%   (deadline Sep 28, 3pm)
rough draft:		15%   (due Oct 12, in class)
2nd writing center visit:	15%   (deadline Oct 26, 3pm)
[bookmark: _GoBack]final draft:		55%   (Nov 18, 5pm on Bb)
3rd writing center visit: 	extra credit

The rough draft and the final draft will be graded on the following criteria:

Structure: 
*organization
*flow of thought
*transitions
*format
Grammar/mechanics
*sentence structure
*punctuation/mechanics
Language
*vocabulary; use of vocabulary
*tone
Content/information
		*clarity of purpose 
		*critical and original  thought 
		*use of examples 





[t

i ——
BT
S T

T ——

b b o o e s, 1 P e

e e o e e e o e
E e ——

B AT LA
o e ST e o i v

et e B v o e W
B T ap——
e el o
e e et s ot e e s
A T
i e e B



