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Answer all questions as thoroughly as possible:
1. Is this a Qualitative (non-numbers-based) or a Quantitative (numbers-based) study?
This study is qualitative and quantitative because it uses a survey to retrieve its data, then uses numbers and percentages to determine the amount of electronic device use/multitasking.
2. Briefly describe what the researcher(s) was trying to find out with this study.

The researchers were trying to find out which genders multitasked the most in middle school students vs. other people because younger people may do it more than older, more mature individuals. To add on the previous point, the researchers were trying to figure out which electronic devices were used more by boys than girls and vice versa. For example, just like how boys and girls dress differently, they may have different spectrums in what electronic devices/media activities in which they do on a regular basis.

3. What are the major hypotheses or research questions of the study?
There are a total of 6 hypotheses in the study, put in 3 sets with 2 hypotheses being 1 set, on certain “tiny” aspects of the study, this includes: Set One: “more girls will own and use communication and music platforms compared to boys, more boys will own and use gaming platforms compared to girls.” Set Two: “greater ownership and use of any technology platform will increase the likelihood of overall multitasking, greater ownership and use of specific platform will increase the likelihood of the related type of media-multitasking, overall, more girls will multitask than boys” Set Three: “(a) compared to boys, girls are more likely to multitask during communication and music activities, (b) explained by their greater ownership and use of communication- and music-related platforms, (a) compared to girls, boys are more likely to multitask during gaming, (b) explained by their greater ownership and use of gaming-related platforms” (Cotton et al., 2014). To put these hypotheses in simpler terms, in set one, the researchers considered the ownership of different platforms such as desktop computers and cell phones. In set two, they considered ownership of the devices and time spent using these platforms. In set three, the researchers proposed that gender differences in multitasking with communication, music, and gaming media could be explained by considering gender differences in platform ownership and use.
4. Who were the participants in the study?  Briefly describe the demographic characteristics (age, gender, location of study, number of participants involved).
The participants were 895 students evenly split boys and girls, the students were evenly split between 4th, 5th, and 6th grades with the average age of 12.5 years old, 53.6% were White and 14.9% were other ethnic backgrounds, and 58% of students had a high socioeconomic status.
5. What instruments are used to collect and measure data (i.e. test results, surveys, interviews, attendance records, etc.)?
A cross-sectional survey was used to measure the large independent variables which included gender, student’s ownership of electronic devices, and time spent using the devices. 
6. What are the findings of the study? (note: here you will need more than a one sentence explanation – this is the “meat” of your paper and you will need to understand what was determined by the results of the research) Remember:  you will find information about the findings that you can understand in the “Discussion” section of the study, thus it’s important that you give a good summary of the study IN YOUR OWN WORDS  - Not Copied and Pasted.
The first set of hypotheses in the experiment was supported, showing that boys owned more video games instead of girls who owned more MP3 and cell phones. The second set of hypotheses was  supported, showing that owning and using most electronics increased multitasking except for gaming. It being one of the most shocking results, it was found that nothing increased the chance of multitasking while gaming.I suppose that those who are gaming find that they must keep their attention on the game – distractions can make them lose. The final set of hypotheses was half supported and half not, the researchers found gender differences in multitasking while doing certain activities such as chatting, emailing, listening to music, etc. Everything else couldn’t fully be accounted for because the questions weren’t answered accurately on the survey. Overall, certain types of technology are more prevalent to multitasking than others. For example, gaming requires a large amount of attention and people playing become immersed in the game, specifically online multiplayer games. This is because people are playing against others around the world in real time and trying to remain alive or win their game. Due to this, aside from in-game chatting people can’t do homework or write an email when participating in this activity. The last main finding is that more girls report multitasking than boys and this is most likely due to the activities they may participate in more such as listening to music, chatting with friends, etc.
7. What suggestions/recommendations are made by the researcher(s) in terms of applying the findings of the study to society/culture?
The findings in this study were all determined through a survey filled out by the subjects, may not be most accurate information. Future research using more quantitative and qualitative data could help show a better relationship between types and functions of multitasking between genders. Another suggestion would be to have subjects constantly switch between various activities and also find its effects on the brain/memory retention.
8. How does this study relate to your chosen topic for your research paper?

Other studies that I found were mainly of high school/college students and this study shows that in today’s society multitasking/electronic device use is started at younger ages than a few years ago. Great point!
