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Answer all questions as thoroughly as possible:

1. Is this a Qualitative (non-numbers-based) or a Quantitative (numbers-based) study?

Qualitative because they are getting their information from a survey. Actually this is a quantitative study – quantitative studies use questionnaires, but the answers are usually given numerical values and are used in statistical analyses.  Also, there are hypotheses stated for this study, and only quantitative studies have hypotheses.
2. 
3. Briefly describe what the researcher(s) was trying to find out with this study.

The study looks into the relationship between social media and one’s social capital; they look into how social media affects certain aspects of students’ lives. 


3. What are the major hypotheses or research questions of the study?

Intensity of Facebook use will be positively associated with individuals’ perceived bridging social capital; intensity of Facebook use will be positively associated with individuals’ perceived bonding social capital, these depending on the person’s degree of self-esteem and their satisfaction with life.  Actually there are 4 hypotheses in this study – you need to list them (copy and paste is okay)

4. Who were the participants in the study?  Briefly describe the demographic characteristics (age, gender, location of study, number of participants involved).

286 students from Michigan State University, 34% male, 66% female, the average age is 20.

5. What instruments are used to collect and measure data (i.e. test results, surveys, interviews, attendance records, etc.)?

They collected information about demographic variables, age, gender, local or home residence, ethnicity and degree of internet use.  Mention that the survey/questionnaire the students used was online.

6. What are the findings of the study? (note: here you will need more than a one sentence explanation – this is the “meat” of your paper and you will need to understand what was determined by the results of the research) Remember:  you will find information about the findings that you can understand in the “Discussion” section of the study, thus it’s important that you give a good summary of the study IN YOUR OWN WORDS  - Not Copied and Pasted.

They found that when they take into consideration the general use of the internet, the extent to which students used Facebook intensively supported their first hypothesis. . which was?  And how was the hypothesis supported?  After analyzing the independent factors (listed in the study) they found that they accounted for about half of the variance in bridging social capital. They see that white people are slightly more likely to have bridging social capital but overall the satisfaction with life was strongly correlated with the bridging social capital. In the end they found that the students having less intense Facebook use also had lower satisfaction with MSU life, higher Facebook use showed higher satisfaction with MSU. The same correlation for self-esteem, higher Facebook use the higher self-esteem. I think that you will need to have an understanding of what is meant by social capital (I’m not sure you really understand) so you can discuss this in your paper.  This discussion of the results really isn’t sufficient for your paper.

7. What suggestions/recommendations are made by the researcher(s) in terms of applying the findings of the study to society/culture?

What I got from this was just to make sure you are monitoring your social media use and to make sure your life is not consumed by your virtual life. Technology is now a major part of our society and we have to learn how to use it wisely.

8. How does this study relate to your chosen topic for your research paper?

My research topic is analyzing online relationships; this study looks into the significance of Facebook on a university’s campus which really helps give me insight on my topic.

Okay –, I think it would be good for you to go back and re-read the discussion section of this study (beginning on page 1161) to get a better understanding of the results of the study.  Social capital as understood by these researchers I the development of relationships/partnerships/information/sense of belonging that develops in a person when he/she is involved in networking –whether f-2-f or online.  In other words, these researchers believed that the more students developed associations online through Facebook, the more they would be a part of a community and align themselves with MSU life. 
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