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Achieving the Essentials of Nursing Baccalaureate
Comparison of AACN Essentials of Baccalaureate Education (AACN, 2008) to College of Nursing Goals
	
AACN Essential

	
College of Nursing Goal


	I. Liberal Education for Baccalaureate Generalist Nursing Practice
	It requires that the nurse be equipped with knowledge in different fields, ranging from culture, sciences and arts. In order to meet this requirement, USS CON has incorporated different fields of study in the curriculum. Which include learning the sciences of physical, life, mathematical and social sciences. The curriculum has been designed to allow more time for laboratory practice sessions and science congress forums where the institution hosts other students to share new ideas with their students. The allocations for mathematic contests and arts symposiums have also been considered in the new curriculum, all for the benefit of expanding the range of study.

	II. Basic Organizational and Systems Leadership for Quality Care and Patient Safety
	It requires that the nursing students acquire leadership skills in throughout their education in order to be prepared to perform their responsibilities as a nurse. To meet this requirement, the university has set up practices areas in the university and local healthcare facilities so that the nursing students are able to practice the skills learned to provide safe patient care. Students will be required to demonstrate the skills and pass competencies at different times though out the program to ensure that the student understands what is taught.

	III. Scholarship for Evidence Based
Practice
	It requires that graduate nurses translate the current evidence into practice and have an oversight of the interrelationship between theory, practice, and research. The goal set by the university is to equip its students with this knowledge and incorporate it in current practice. The university has also incorporated clinical sessions and students will be required to complete a set number of hours to demonstrate competency. 

	IV. Information Management and Application of Patient Care Technology
	The graduate nurse is required to have a technical skill set and handle/protect patient information safely. For the university to ensure that their students meet this requirement the student will complete the Information Technology course by the second year of the program. Other courses that must be completed include communication skills and public relations. These courses will help prepare the nursing students with technology as it relates to healthcare and meet the information technology competencies. 

	V. Healthcare Policy, Finance, and Regulatory Environments
	It expects that the nursing students understand how to organize patient care services and understand the financial constraints of patients by the time they graduate. USS CON has incorporated studies of health law in the new curriculum to prepare students with the knowledge of current laws and healthcare policies. This will help students understand how the healthcare policies affect patients and the care provided. 

	VI. Interprofessional Communication and Collaboration for Improving Patient Health Outcomes
	It requires that a graduate nurse be able to communicate professionally with all healthcare professionals. To achieve this the students, are required to complete courses in human resource management, public relations and communication skills.  These courses will help students gain communication skills and the confidence needed to communicate professionally. 

	VII. Clinical Prevention and Population Health
	This topic requires that the student nurses understand the importance of disease prevention and health promotion individually and in the population. The university has incorporated new curriculum that includes studies on population health and vaccination programs.  Students will read and research nursing journals and articles that feature trends in disease prevention. These courses will prepare students to learn how to improve health in an entire human population.  

	VIII. Professionalism and Professional Values
	It requires that the nursing students have acquired all values that a professional nurse should portray and make use of in their work before the time of graduation (AACN, 2015). USS CON has incorporated professionalism and professional values in every course at the university.  Every student is required to conduct themselves in a professional manner. The new curriculum includes teaching the professional code of ethics. Social sciences such as psychology and communication skills are designed to help students develop professionalism and values.  

	IX. Baccalaureate Generalist Nursing Practice
	This requires that nursing students are competent in their skills by applying all the other eight requirements in providing care to patients (AACN, 2015).  USS CON has developed standards of performance and a grading criteria for all students. The performance standards and grading criteria must be achieved in order for students to proceed to subsequent years and graduation.






References
American Association of Colleges of Nursing. (2008). Essentials of baccalaureate education. Retrieved from http://www.aacn.nche.edu/education/pdf/BaccEssentials08.pdf


